Once hidden behind the Iron Curtain, the Russia that’s
been revealed remains as enigmatic as ever! Russia is
warm and welcoming to intrepid travellers, and this
September cruise through the Russian Waterways takes
place before the frigid Siberian wind rolls in. As the world’s
largest country, deciding where to start with Russia can be
intimidating. That’s why this cruise focuses on the country’s
two most major cities, Moscow and St. Pertersburg, along
with visits to quaint towns and villages along the way.
Prepare to be amazed by the grandeur of these two
amazing cities with their surreal architecture, featuring
many colourfully domed cathedrals and palaces. From
Moscow we travel along the Svir River to St. Petersburg.
Our stop at Kizhi Island on Lake Onega will allow us to
soak in some old-country culture with its open-air museum
showcasing the customs of traditional Russian life.

Following their teaching careers in
the Toronto area, Barrett and Joyce
Greenhow retired in 1998. They
now divide their time between their
home in Ballantrae, Ontario, their
winter getaway in Naples and
travelling the world. Their travel
experience includes many trips to
Europe, across Canada, Alaska,
Australia, New Zealand, and the Caribbean. They have
escorted groups to various parts of Europe, including
Russia They look forward to sharing this experience with
all those who join them!

 International air Toronto to Moscow / St. Petersburg to
Toronto
 3 nights at a 5-star hotel in Moscow with daily
breakfast
 6 nights on board the luxurious ms Volga Dream
 3 nights at a 5-star hotel in St. Petersburg with daily
breakfast
 24 meals included as noted in the itinerary (B - 12
breakfasts, L - 6 lunches, D - 6 dinners)
 1 lunch is at a restaurant in St. Petersburg
 Onboard lecturer on Russian history and culture
 Onboard features including Russian dinner & vodka
tasting, Matryoshka (nesting doll) painting, language
classes, traditional cooking classes, tea from the
samovar, and welcome bread & salt
 Escorted shore excursions in each port
 All gratuities, taxes and fees for included services
 Russia visa fee for Canadian passport holders and
assistance in obtaining the Russian Visa
 Baggage handling shipside
 Transfers between airports and the ship
 Services of your cruise escort and/or cruise director
and local guides
 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with
purchase of group airfare

This elegant vessel is classically designed with a slight
Russian touch and accommodates just 100 passengers.
She is the best choice for travellers seeking an intimate
cruise experience and attentive, personalised service. All
cabins are equipped with private bathroom with shower,
individually controlled air-conditioning and heating, direct
dial telephone, satellite flat screen television and minibar.
Additional comforts provided include bathrobes, slippers,
hairdryer, bathroom accessories kit, bottled water
(replenished daily) and welcome fruit basket. Located
over three decks, the onboard facilities include a
delightful restaurant which accommodates all guests in
one sitting. Every day a delightful buffet lunch or set
menu choice is served in the restaurant.

Kizhi Island is the gem of Lake Onega — Photo Credit: Melanie McIlroy

September 2, Thursday
Depart Canada
Travellers from across Canada gather for the overnight
flights to Moscow.
September 3, Friday
Moscow, Russia
On arrival, we shall transfer to a 5-star hotel in the historic
city centre. Enjoy a warm-up meeting with your guide.
Ararat Park Hyatt or similar (3 nights)
September 4, Saturday
Moscow
Begin the day with an orientation tour of the city before
proceeding to the famous Novodevichy Cemetery, where
numerous well-known Russian authors, musicians,
playwrights, and poets, are buried along with famous
actors, political leaders and scientists. Take the rest of the
afternoon at you leisure, explore Moscow on your own or
seek out a cultural performance at one of the city’s worldclass venues.
B
September 5, Sunday
Moscow
The morning consists of a stroll through the famous
Moscow Kremlin with its beautiful cathedrals and unique
museums. The Armory hosts an impressive collection of
opulent coronation finery, hand-forged armour and ancient
weapons, royal carriages and sleighs. Next is the
magnificent Red Square with its famous landmarks such as
Lenin’s Tomb and St. Basil’s cathedral (outside), a
colourful multi-domed complex whose architects were
supposedly blinded by Ivan the Terrible so they would
never again be able to recreate such splendour. The rest of
the day is left open for independent exploration. For
example, you could walk to Zaryaye park near the Red
Square or choose any of the optional tours.
B
September 6, Monday
Moscow / Embarkation
The morning is free for you to walk at leisure before
enjoying lunch in the hotel or near-by. Hotel check-out is at
noon followed by a trip to the Tretyakov Gallery, the first
museum dedicated exclusively to Russian fine art. Explore
Moscow’s Metro, famed for its architecture. Meanwhile, the
luxurious ms Volga Dream awaits on your voyage along
Russia’s extensive waterways is about to begin. The
Captain’s welcome reception and dinner mark the start of
our unforgettable cruise. Volga Dream Experience: Bread,
Salt & Vodka “Welcome Aboard” Ceremony.
ms Volga Dream (6 nights)
BD

September 7, Tuesday
Uglich
After a full day of cruising through idyllic forested
countryside, we tie up in the ancient trading town of Uglich,
a key point in Russia’s renowned “Golden Ring”. Explore
the impressive Church of St. Dmitri-on-the-Blood, erected
on the site where Dmitri, son of Ivan the Terrible, was
murdered in 1591. Following this, enjoy an enchanting
concert of choral music performed in St. John’s Church.
Volga Dream Experience Documentary Film “Construction
of the Moscow Canal”.
BLD
September 8, Wednesday
Yaroslavl
Founded in 1010, Yaroslavl is one of central Russia’s
oldest cities and boasts the Volga’s first port. There is so
much to see: the Spassky Monastery houses, the
Transfiguration of the Savior, and the Church of Elijah the
Prophet with its impressive collections of mosaics. Take
part in a costumed reception at the governor’s house
before re-boarding the ms Volga Dream in time for lunch.
Volga Dream Experience: Costumed Russian Tea
Ceremony & Russian Cooking Class.
BLD
September 9, Thursday
Goritsy
In this tiny settlement, we visit Kirillo-Belozersky
Monastery, founded in 1397, now home to one of the
world’s finest collection of Russian icons. After a guided
tour, we continue cruising toward the majestic Lake Onega.
Volga Dream Experience: Russian Dinner with Vodka
Tasting.
BLD
September 10, Friday
Kizhi
Kareliya is a region that must be seen to be believed. It
spans all the way from St. Petersburg to the Arctic Circle
and is a vast wilderness of forest and water. Lake Onega is
fed by 58 rivers and is home to 1,369 islands, including our
stop in Kizhi, with its quaint collection of ancient wooden
houses and windmills including the famous and remarkable
Transfiguration church, built in 1714 without a single nail
being used. Volga Dream Experience: Piano Concert
featuring pieces by Tchaikovsky and Rakhmaninov.
BLD
September 11, Saturday
Svirstroy
The highlight of your day in Svirstroy is being invited into a
local resident’s home. Warm and welcoming local villagers
will offer tea with jam and pirozhkiell (local pies). Prepare to
hear enthusiastic stories about Russian tradition, lifestyle
and the attractions of Svirstroy village while proudly being
shown their homes and kitchen gardens. After tea, hop on
a bus to tour the nearby town, see a local WWII monument
and visit a local primary school.
BLD

Outside the walls of the Novodevichy Monastery

September 12, Sunday
St. Petersburg
Arrive in St. Petersburg via the Neva River and disembark
the ms Volga Dream. Enjoy a city tour including the Peter
and Paul Fortress, the burial place of the Romanov
monarchs, and Nevsky Prospect, with its rich selection of
fine shops, cafes, and museums.
Belmond Grand Hotel Europe or similar (3 nights)
B
September 13, Monday
St. Petersburg
The day begins at the world class Hermitage Museum,
home to one of the world’s most important collections of
European art. Lunch is followed by a tour of the
meticulously restored Peterhof, St. Petersburg’s most
famous and spectacular Imperial estate, often cited as the
Versailles of Russia. Visit one of the authentic Small
Cottages and stroll in the vast Lower Park with its 176
fountains and four cascades. There are majestic palaces
and numerous gilded statues of ancient gods and heroes.
Return to St. Petersburg by hydrofoil. The rest of the day is
left open for independent exploration.
BL
September 14, Tuesday
St. Petersburg
This morning, join one of the optional tours to explore St.
Petersburg at your own pace. In the afternoon, drive to
Catherine the Great’s Palace, which houses the
extraordinary Amber Room. Its six tons of solid amber are
deftly carved and framed in gold leaf. Once dubbed the
“Eighth Wonder of the World”, the room was stripped by
the Nazis in 1941, but meticulously rebuilt to mark the
300th anniversary of St. Petersburg founding.
B

The Winter Palace, St. Petersburg

September 15, Wednesday
St. Petersburg / Canada
Check out of the hotel and transfer to the airport for the
flights home.
B

are
subject to change based on local conditions and
availability. Optional excursions may vary from those
listed in this brochure and will be confirmed in final
documents or prior to final payment if they are available
for advanced purchase.
Shore visits
will include some extensive walks, often over rough
surfaces and may include steps. Travel conditions in
parts of Russia can be relatively primitive. Members
should be in good physical condition, able to walk a
kilometre or more without assistance to fully enjoy this
cruise. The ms Volga Dream is a renovated traditional
riverboat, providing an authentic Russian experience.
REV03MAR21

Cruise Only* (Join Moscow / Leave St. Petersburg) ..$6,875
Toronto .......................................................................$8,575
Montreal / Ottawa .......................................................$8,665
Halifax .........................................................................$8,785
St. John’s ....................................................................$8,925
Winnipeg/Thunder Bay ...............................................$8,785
Regina / Saskatoon ....................................................$8,845
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver ...............................$8,895
Victoria ........................................................................$8,895
*Cruise only price is based on joining shipside in Moscow
and leaving shipside in St. Petersburg.
Rates are per person based on sharing an exterior facing
Category A Twin Standard cabin. Airfares from other
gateways are available on request. Air taxes/fees and
carrier are subject to change and will be confirmed prior to
final payment. Refer to Inclusive Features for details.

B Twin Superior (Main) ...............................................$895
C Double Deluxe (Promenade) ................................$1,445
D Twin Deluxe (Sun) .................................................$1,695
Single ................................................................. On Request
Stateroom categories are subject to availability at time of
booking. Book early for best choice. See Deck Plan for full
details on various categories available. Cabins can be
configured as two twin beds or one queen bed. Cabins for
single occupancy are on request and are very limited.
Cruise prices are based on sharing a stateroom with
private bathroom. Prices are based on a minimum 20
members and on rates, taxes, and fees effective February
2020 and are subject to change due to factors beyond our
control. Cruise to be escorted with a minimum of 20
travellers. Cancellation penalties for this cruise begin on
Nov 26, 2020 at which time $900pp will become nonrefundable. Please discuss this and your insurance needs
with a Craig Travel Sales Specialist when making your
reservation. Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of
insurance which is available and is highly recommended.
Premiums vary with the cost, length of the trip, and the
traveller’s age. For passengers up to and including 74
years on departure date, premiums will range from $348 to
$486 pp plus applicable taxes. Cost supplements for
singles and travellers aged 75-85 will range from $545 to
$890 pp plus applicable taxes. This insurance is effective
from the date of purchase and carries limitations on preexisting medical conditions. Clients 86 years and older and/
or clients residing outside Ontario - please contact our staff
for procedures. Please discuss your insurance coverage
prior to booking. Refer to the enrollment form for general
information and conditions.
Final payment will be due June 1, 2021
Deposit is $900 per person
To reserve your spot on this journey, complete the
enclosed enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to
join and your home city, and forward it with your deposit to:

