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 Return economy group airfare from Canada to 
Colombia plus internal flights in Colombia 

 Accommodation in first class and best available hotels 
as indicated or similar 

  33 meals  (shown as B - 14 breakfasts, L - 9 lunches, D 
- 10 dinners) 

  Transportation by air-conditioned coaches 

 All sightseeing and entrance fees as described  

  All gratuities and taxes for included services 

  Services of your Canadian tour escort plus English-
speaking national and local  guides in Colombia 

  Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 
 

 3 nights in Bogotá, Colombia’s vibrant capital 

 Visit to the world famous Gold Museum in Bogotá  

 Spectacular views from Monserrate of Bogotá  

 Visit the impressive cathedral of Zipaquirá, carved into 
the earth inside a salt mine 

 3 nights in Colombia’s picturesque coffee region 

 Coffee experience in the coffee region 

 Cocora Valley (Valley of the Palms) and Salento 

 2 nights in Medellín, the “City of Eternal Spring” 

 Cable car ride and visit to the Museum of Antioquia in 
Medellín  

 3 nights in the less visited Caribbean region, noted for 
its beautiful scenery and indigenous population 

 3 nights in the UNESCO colonial city of Cartagena 

     Combining the indigenous population with the Spanish 
influences dating from the 16th century colonization, the 
mixture of African cultures brought by slavery and the more 
recent influx of immigrants, Colombia has become a 
melting pot of cultures and ethnicities. Over the past two 
decades Colombia has gone through dramatic changes, 
becoming one of South America’s most desired 
destinations. Today it enjoys a relaxed and safe 
environment, a delightful new destination for us to explore.   
     With historic cities, the magnificent Andes, verdant 
countryside and the picturesque coffee region at its heart, 
Colombia provides a truly diverse landscape. Starting in 
the Andean capital city of Bogota we visit the famous Gold 
Museum and the spectacular views from Monserrate. In the 
coffee region we will learn about the coffee process and 
experience rural life. Medellín offers a perfect climate and 
modern culture before we head to the coast and the 
Caribbean cities of  Santa Marta and Cartagena. 
     We shall stay multiple nights in most places visited 
using very comfortable boutique hotels and inns 
throughout, combined with short flights between most 
centres for ease of travel and comfort. We have selected a 
variety of unique and highly rated restaurants to sample 
Colombia’s cuisine. Join us as we discover Colombia: its 
history, culture, sites, people and so much more. 
 

Reforestation Contribution: By donation, included in 
the tour cost, each  group member will provide 14 new 
trees which will be planted in Colombia.  
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Judy Moore is an experienced 
group escort who has taken groups 
on over 15 treks to Nepal with a 
Canadian company. Most recently 
her trips have focused on South 
India and Rajasthan, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar but 
she has also visited Kenya, 
Tanzania, China, the Galapagos, 
the high Arctic and many countries 
in Europe. She spent most of her life working as an 
educator for the Halton Board of Education which led her 
to an opportunity with Project Overseas to lead workshops 
for teachers in Cameroon and Nepal. She is a lifelong 
learner and curious about new cultures, people and 
landscapes. An avid birder and photographer, she is often 
able to spot new species and have a closer look at the 
landscape.  Her passion for travel will enhance this journey 
for all those who join her! 



March 4, Monday Depart Canada  
Tour members gather in Toronto for the afternoon direct 
flight to Bogotá. We are met on arrival and transfer to our 
central hotel to rest before discovering the beauty of 
Columbia. B.O.G. Hotel (3 nights)    
 

March 5, Tuesday  Zipaquirá / Bogotá  
Zipaquirá is a small town just outside of Bogotá that is 
home to a truly unique cathedral. Located in an active salt 
mine, this impressive underground structure is located 
nearly 180m below the surface and features multiple 
places to worship as well as the stations of the cross. Back 
in Bogotá, we enjoy an afternoon at leisure. BLD 
 

March 6, Wednesday Bogotá  
This morning we head out on a full day tour of Bogotá. La 
Candelaria is Bogotá’s historic heart and soul. Dating from 
its humble beginnings this is the oldest part of the city, and 
home to some of the city’s most important sites. Plaza de 
Bolivar, the main square, is the focal point of this 
neighbourhood and where we shall start our journey. 
Surrounding the square are several important Colonial and 
Republican style buildings including the Colombian 
Congress. The Gold Museum offers one of the finest 
collections of pre-Hispanic gold in the world with more than 
35,000 pieces on display. After lunch we will visit the 
monastery of Monserrate. Perched atop a mountain at the 
city limits, this 17

th
 century monastery provides spectacular 

views of the city and surrounding area.   BLD 
 

March 7, Thursday  Bogotá / Coffee Region 
We fly to Armenia, the main city in the beautiful coffee 
region of rural Colombia. This afternoon we visit the 
Quindío Botanical Gardens with its exceptional butterfly 
house. Paths meander through different gardens with a 
diverse range of flora. This evening enjoy dinner at our 
hotel in a tranquil rural setting.  
Hotel Hacienda Santa Clara (3 nights) BD 
 

March 8, Friday  Cocora Valley / Coffee Experience 
Cocora Valley, known as the valley of the palms, is one of 
Colombia’s greatest natural wonders. Surrounded by high 
mountains, the valley is home to hundreds of giant wax 
palm trees. The trees grow to over 60 metres in height and 
are the national plant of Colombia. Enjoy a short walk 
followed by free time to explore. After lunch we visit a local 
working coffee farm and plantation, learning about the 
process used to turn the simple coffee bean into one of the 
world’s most popular drinks. Enjoy a walk through the 
undulating grounds of the farm with its winding rows of 
plants. Continue to the old colonial town of Salento with its 

cobbled streets and quaint shops before we return to our 
country hotel. BLD 
 

March 9, Saturday  Santa Rosa de Cabal / Manizales  
This morning enjoy a scenic drive via the town of Santa 
Rosa de Cabal into a dramatic mountain setting to enjoy 
two thermal spa complexes with time relax in the hot pools: 
Termales Santa Rosa and San Vicente, each situated 
below impressive waterfalls and each having a variety of 
thermal pools along with spa treatments. Later we continue 
to the city of Manizales, an area noted for its lush 
vegetation and extensive variety of birds. Our destination is 
the Finca Romelia, a working farm with more than 6,000 
orchid plants, an interesting variety of carnivorous plants 
and around 160 species of wild birds. Enjoy an 
environment of temperate rainforests, delightful streams 
and rivers that lie between the mountains, and plantations 
of avocado, yuca and citrus crops.   BLD 
 

March 10, Sunday Coffee Region / Medellín  
This morning we fly via Bogota to the City of Eternal 
Spring, Medellín. With a less than wonderful history, it has 
grown and changed dramatically over the past decade. The 
region enjoys the best climate found in the country and is 
home to Colombia’s favourite artist, Botero. Our tour of the 
city will bring the city to life and help us understand why it 
is so important in both commerce and culture. Ride the 
cable car to enjoy the incredible views and visit the 
Museum of Antioquia, home to the largest collection of art 
by Botero. This evening we have a special dinner at El 
Cielo. Hotel Diez (2 nights) BD   
 

March 11, Monday Santa Fe de Antioquia 
Santa Fe de Antioquia is a little village located west of 
Medellín and was the capital of the department of Antioquia 
until 1826. It is an UNESCO World Heritage Site thanks to 
the beautiful colonial architecture, with buildings dating 
back to the 17th century. We return to Medellin in the early  
afternoon. There are many excellent restaurants just steps 
from our hotel to savour local cuisine. BL 
 

March 12, Tuesday Santa Marta / Palomino 
Late this morning we fly directly to the beautiful Caribbean 
coast and the historic city of Santa Marta. We then 
continue along the coast, heading east to the popular 
resort centre of Palomino, noted for its excellent beach and 
tropical rainforest setting. The balance of the day is to relax 
at our seaside resort, which is laid back, relaxed and very 
much like the Caribbean was decades ago.  
Hukumeizi Hotel (2 nights) BD  
 

March 13, Wednesday  Riohacha / Palomino 
This morning we continue along the coast to Riohacha and 
the Flamingo Park, where we will go for short guided walk 
in search of birdlife. Those interested can take a canoe ride 
in the lagoon. Further along the coast, visit a Tocoromana 

Encounter with the Iwouyaa community - Credit David Craig 

Cocora Valley 



community where we will meet with the Wayuu, the largest 
indigenous people in Colombia. Learn about their culture 
and traditions and enjoy a presentation of their ethnic 
dances and the opportunity to taste “el friche,” fried goat. 
Later, we return to our seaside hotel with time to relax. BLD 
 
March 14, Thursday   
 Tayrona National Park / Santa Marta 
This morning we transfer to Neguanje Beach where we will 
take a boat ride along the coast to the crystal clear waters 
and white sands of Tayrona known as Playa Cristal. 
Tayrona is noted for its magnificent coastal scenery, clear 
waters, excellent surfing and swimming. We will spend 
much of the day here, including a special beach picnic, 
before we continue to Santa Marta. Our overnight will be at 
a brand new waterfront resort, located just a few minutes 
from the historic quarter, offering easy access to a wide 
variety of cafes and restaurants.  
AC Hotel by Marriott (1 night) BL 
 
March 15, Friday  Santa Marta / Cartagena 
After exploring some of the sights of Santa Marta, we 
continue our journey along the coast to the city of 
Cartagena. Carved from a colourful history complete with 
tales of pirates, sultry Caribbean heat, plus fusions of 
African, Indian (indigenous) and European heritage, 
Cartagena is a living, breathing and pulsating museum of 
Colombia’s development. On arrival, our guide will take us 
on a walking excursion through the old town, with a visit to 
the museum church of San Pedro Claver. Our charming 
historic hotel is located in the heart of the old quarter, 
surrounded by wonderful plazas and historic buildings.  
Bantú Hotel (3 nights) BLD 
 
March 16, Saturday  Cartagena  
In old Cartagena, colour splashes every corner, balconies 
overflow with blossoming flowers, and history seeps 
beneath the ancient wooden doors of colonial buildings. 
This morning we will explore Cartagena by coach. The 
city’s most iconic landmark is the Castillo San Felipe de 
Barajas, the massive fort that dominates the old town and 
the harbour. The Convento de la Popa, located on the 
highest point in the city, commands excellent views of the 
city, the bay, the harbour and the Caribbean Sea beyond. 
A free afternoon allows us to relax, to stroll the old quarter 
and to discover unique shopping opportunities. BL 
 
March 17, Sunday Cartagena 
Our last day has been left free, allowing us to choose from 
two optional excursions or to do our own thing. This 
morning you can enjoy a special experience as we shop in 
the busy Bazurto Market for the ingredients used in our 
cooking class to create our lunch of typical Colombian 
dishes. Alternatively, you can join an excursion to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site of San Basilio de Palenque, 
where we will sample the food, enjoy the music and learn 
all about a people that lived here for some 400 years. This 
evening we gather for our special farewell dinner at El 
Santísimo.   BD 
 
March 18, Monday Cartagena / Bogotá  
All too soon our Colombian adventure comes to an end.  
We fly home back to Canada via Bogotá.  B 
 
March 19, Tuesday Canada 
Very early this morning, we arrive in Toronto with 
connections to our homes across Canada.  

 

Land Only (Join Bogotá / Leave Cartagena) ............. $4,995 
Toronto ...................................................................... $6,095 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $6,195 
Halifax  ....................................................................... $6,325 
St. John’s ................................................................... $6,375   
Winnipeg .................................................................... $6,375 
Regina / Saskatoon ................................................... $6,475  
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver ............................... $6,425 
Victoria ....................................................................... $6,475 
Single Supplement..................................................... $1,495 

All prices include internal flights. Airfares from other 
gateways are available on request. Airfares and air carriers 
are subject to change and will be confirmed prior to final 
payment. Refer to inclusive features for details. Tour price 
is based on sharing a twin-bedded room at hotels. Prices 
are based on a minimum 20 members and on rates, taxes 
and fees effective April 2018 and are subject to change 
due to factors beyond our control. Colombia has imposed a 
reciprocity fee of approximately $77 CAD that is to be paid 
by on arrival. This fee is not included in the prices listed.  

Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $312 to $415 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $201 to $405 pp plus applicable taxes.  
This insurance is effective from the date of purchase and 
carries limitations on pre-existing medical conditions.  
Please discuss your insurance coverage prior to booking.  
Check our website for the most current information. Refer 
to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions.   
 

Final payment will be due December 19, 2018 
Deposit is $500 per person  

 

To reserve your spot on this tour, complete the enclosed 
enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to join and 
your home city, and forward it with your deposit to:  

Visitors must be aware 
that local conditions vary throughout the country. Hotels in 
major centres are comfortable and modern while many 
rural hotels, roads and other services are simple and 
relatively basic. There are some extensive walks over 
rough terrain. Several areas visited are in the Andes (high 
altitude) and some travellers may experience discomfort 
from the altitude. This tour is best suited for people who 
are active, physically fit and who enjoy walking and hiking. 
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