
Gracious Salzburg with Hohensalzburg Fortress high above 



      The Austrian Empire, ruled by the Habsburg dynasty 
into the 19th century, extended across much of the Heart of 
Europe, including the lands that now form Austria, Hungary 
and the Czech Republic. Our journey focuses on four great 
cities, Budapest, Vienna, Salzburg and Prague, as we 
explore centuries of religious, political and social change.  

      In Budapest, we learn how Hungarian music and 
literature became unifying tools in the quest for national 
identity. Our Prague sojourn reveals a city that has always 
been a political, intellectual and cultural centre and the 
wonderful rejuvenation that it has experienced in the last 
decade. Gracious Salzburg allows us to marvel at the 
region’s remarkable musical heritage while in Vienna, we 
shall trace the city’s artistic history back to its roots in folk 
culture. In each area we will be joined by regional 
specialists who, supported by History Channel programs 
such as Treasure: The Habsburgs’ Family Jewels and 
biographies such as Mozart, will deepen our understanding 
of Central Europe today by illuminating its rich and eventful 
past.  

      Do read on but don’t delay, this tour will be limited to 36 
members. Call today to reserve your places. 

 Return economy group airfare from Canada to Europe  

 12 nights at comfortable first class hotels as indicated   
or similar 

 Travel by modern climate controlled motorcoach 

 24 meals included as noted in the itinerary (B - 12 
breakfasts, D - 12 dinners) - European buffet      
breakfast daily and dinner daily 

 All entrance fees where visits are indicated 

 Services of our Canadian tour escort plus local guides 
in Budapest, Szentendre, Esztergom, Vienna, 
Salzburg and Prague for sightseeing tours 

 Baggage handling of one suitcase per person 

 All gratuities, surcharges, taxes and fees for included 
services 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 Leisurely itinerary with 3 nights each in Budapest,   
Vienna, Salzburg and Prague - enjoy free time in each 
centre for personal exploration 

 Welcome Dinner in Budapest  

 Danube River dinner cruise 

 Special dinner and concert in Schönbrunn Orangery in 
Vienna 

 Private guided tour of Melk Abbey 

 Special Mozart dinner and concert in Salzburg 

 Visit UNESCO site Cesky Krumlov 

 Visit Prague Castle 

 Farewell Dinner at Stary Vrch in Prague 

The beautiful Melk Abbey, Austria  

 

 

Judy Moore is an experienced tour leader and guide 
who has taken groups on over 15 treks to Nepal with a 
Canadian company. Most recently her trips have focused 
on India (Rajasthan and the South), Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Laos and Myanmar. She has a passion for travelling and 
has visited Kenya, Tanzania, China, the Galapagos, the 
high Arctic and many countries in Europe. She spent most 
of her life working as an educator for the Halton Board of 
Education which led her to an opportunity with Project 
Overseas to lead workshops for 
teachers in Cameroon and 
Nepal. She is a lifelong learner 
and curious about new cultures, 
people and landscapes. An avid 
birder and photographer, she is 
often able to spot new species 
and have a closer look at the 
landscape. 
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September 27, Friday  Depart Canada 
Tour members gather in Toronto for the overnight 
transatlantic flights to Budapest. 
 
September 28, Saturday  Arrive Budapest, Hungary 
On arrival we will be met by our tour director and enjoy a 
brief panoramic tour introducing us to this charming city as 
we proceed to our hotel. With the remainder of the 
afternoon at leisure, we can take some time to relax and 
refresh ourselves. This evening’s dinner allows us an 
opportunity to savour Hungarian cuisine.  
Hotel Radisson Blu Beke (3 nights) D 
 
September 29, Sunday Budapest 
We start the exploration of the Habsburg Empire with a tour 
of the city, or should we say cities: Buda and Pest. This is a 
city that both crackles with energy and soothes with its 
loveliness; a city that clearly sparks a passion for music in 
its citizenry. Our local specialist leads us through Heroes’ 
Square adorned with seven massive, powerful statues of 
Magyar chieftains, and to the parliament area. For the 
afternoon, a visit to the Museum of Fine Arts is planned. 
Tonight we enjoy a dinner cruise on the Danube.   BD 
 
September 30, Monday  Budapest 
For a beautiful view over the city, we drive up to the Gellert 
Hill on the Buda side. Our second part of the city tour 
includes the St. Matthias Church and the Fisherman’s 
Bastion. Enjoy a free afternoon with opportunities to 
explore further on our own.   BD 
 
October 1, Tuesday  Budapest / Vienna, Austria 
This morning we enjoy a visit in Szentendre, a picturesque 
fishing village which is home to a harmonious mix of 
Hungarians, Croats, and Serbs whose families were 
expelled from Serbia by the Turks in the 17th century. We 
then continue along the Danube to the romantic Danube 
bend, one of the most interesting Hungarian stretches of 
the legendary river, where we explore Esztergom with its 
impressive cathedral. This afternoon we continue onto 
Vienna where we have three wonderful days to explore.  
Hotel Stefanie (3 nights)  BD 
 
October 2, Wednesday Vienna 
Vienna’s Ringstrasse was the Habsburg state boulevard, 
created by Emperor Franz Joseph to showcase the wealth 
and importance of the Empire. Here we see Austria’s 
magnificent state buildings, including the historic 
parliament, city hall, the university plus the national theatre 
and museums. Our city exploration continues past the 
Imperial Palace, a stately structure that evolved over the 
centuries and is now home to Austria’s president.  We also 

visit Schönbrunn Palace, the summer home of the imperial 
family and a superb example of Austrian Baroque 
architecture. In the evening, we enjoy dinner and a concert 
in the Orangery of the Schönbrunn Palace.  BD 
 
October 3, Thursday Vienna 
Today we take a musical journey through the city of 
Beethoven, Schubert, Mozart, Haydn and Strauss. 
Discover why this city inspired such great compositions on 
a "musical walk" among memorials to the great Viennese 
composers, followed by a tour of the State Opera (subject 
to availability, depending on performance schedules) or a 
visit to the House of Music. The afternoon offers free time 
to explore Vienna further. Dinner this evening will be at a 
traditional Viennese restaurant.  BD 
 
October 4, Friday Vienna / Salzburg 
Our scenic journey to Salzburg takes us through the 
beautiful Wachau Valley. We then follow the Danube River 
Valley en route to the monastery of Melk which we will visit. 
Later we continue through the Lake District of the 
Salzkammergut, the former imperial summer residence and 
favourite hunting ground of the Hapsburg rulers, to 
Salzburg, the city of Mozart and the Sound of Music. 
Although Salzburg was a very late addition to the Habsburg 
Empire (1815), the city played an important role as a 
cultural centre. Hotel Untersberg (3 nights)  BD 
 
October 5, Saturday Salzburg 
In the morning, we will set off on our guided city stroll 
through the centre, a pedestrian zone where we visit many 
historic sites related to Mozart. Salzburg which is also 
known as the “Rome of the North” has many magnificent 
monuments from both the Baroque and Renaissance 
periods. Designated as a World Cultural Heritage Site, 
Salzburg was ruled for centuries by Prince Archbishops. 
Highlights of our walk will include Mozart’s birthplace, St. 
Peter’s Church, Salzburg Cathedral and the Fortress of 
Hohensalzburg.  BD 
 
October 6, Sunday Salzburg / Berchtesgaden 
For a totally different experience today we will venture into 
the Bavarian Mountains where we will visit the historical 
Eagle’s Nest, Berchtesgaden and the Salt Mines. Located 
at an elevation of 1,834 m (6,017 ft.), on a clear day the 
"Eagle’s Nest" offers a magnificent view across the 
Bavarian Mountains and the Salzburg Alps. Visit the salt 
mines buried deep in the mountain under Berchtesgaden. 
This evening we are in for a special treat: our Mozart 
Dinner during which young musicians perform and 
introduce us to the musical world of Mozart.  BD 

Explore the fascinating old town of Prague, Czech Republic 

The impressive St Stephen’s Cathedral in Vienna, Austria 



: While this is a  
relatively leisurely tour, members should be aware that 
there will be a number of extended walking tours (up to 
three kilometres), some of which will be over cobblestone 
surfaces. Good walking shoes are highly recommended 
and members should have no mobility issues to fully enjoy 
this itinerary.  
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October 7, Monday  Salzburg / Prague, Czech Republic 
Our journey to Prague takes us through southern Bohemia, 
a picturesque landscape of endless rolling hills dotted with 
historic cities and villages. En route we make a stop at the 
UNESCO site of Cesky Krumlov, one of the best preserved 
medieval cities in the world.  
Prague NH Hotel (3 nights) BD 
 
October 8, Tuesday  Prague 
This historic city of golden stone and architectural grace 
offers a mix of Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque and 
Rococo treasures. Today we will have our first views of the 
city and its treasures and a discussion of Prague’s history. 
We explore the castle of Prague, which dates back to the 
8th century, when Slavonic tribes built the first fortifications 
here. Then stroll through the Old Town to view its churches 
and palaces, many of them used today for cultural events, 
ministerial offices, embassies and art galleries.  BD 
 
October 9, Wednesday  Prague 
Crossing the historic Charles Bridge, we enter the Jewish 
Quarter, where we visit the Jewish Museum, an impressive 
memorial to one of the Czech Republic’s defining cultures, 
and the famous Prague cemetery, home to more than 
40,000 graves. Narrow lanes and generous squares are 
characteristic of the Old Town, where we meander through 
Wenceslas Square and tour the Estate Theatre, site of the 
first performance of Mozart's Don Giovanni. We will enjoy 
our farewell this evening at the Stary Vrch restaurant in a 
close by suburb.  BD 
 
October 10, Thursday  Prague / Canada 
All too soon our journey exploring the many facets of the 
Habsburg dynasty draws to a close as we transfer to the 
airport for our return flights to our homes across Canada.  B 

 

Land Only* (Join Budapest / Leave Prague) ............. $4,495 
Toronto ...................................................................... $5,545 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $5,675 
Halifax / St. John’s ..................................................... $5,825 
Winnipeg / Thunder Bay ............................................ $5,825 
Saskatoon / Regina ................................................... $5,995 
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver .............................. $5,925 
Victoria  ...................................................................... $5,995 
Single Supplement ....................................................... $895 

*Land Only price is based on joining at the hotel in 
Budapest and leaving at the hotel in Prague. Airfares from 
other gateways are available on request. Airfares and air 
carriers are subject to change and will be confirmed prior 
to final payment. Refer to inclusive features for details.  
Tour price is based on sharing a twin-bedded room with a 
minimum 25 members and on exchange rates, taxes and 
fees effective August 2018. Prices and itinerary are subject 
to change due to factors beyond our control. 
Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $245 to $348 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $182 to $366 pp plus applicable taxes.  
This insurance is effective from the date of purchase and 
carries limitations on pre-existing medical conditions.  
Please discuss your insurance coverage prior to booking.  
Check our website for the most current information. Refer 
to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions.   

Final payment will be due July 3, 2019 
Deposit is $500 per person 

To reserve your spot on this tour, simply complete the 
enclosed enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to 
join and your home city, and forward it with your deposit to: 

The Belvedere in Vienna, Austria 

Statue of Johann Strauss in Vienna, Austria 
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