
Welcome to Mongolia! - Credit Group Escort Jon Gurr 



     Every world traveller has a Bucket List of journeys that 
they really want to do - someday. It is without a doubt that 
experiencing the Trans-Siberian Railway is a Bucket List 
journey. For those who love rail travel, looking for a truly 
unique travel experience, and who have done it all, this is a 
journey that you really must consider. 
     In September 2020 we have planned this journey on the 
very comfortable private train - Zarengold or Tsar’s Gold 
Train. Starting from Moscow, we will roll across the steppes 
of Russia and then through the vast plains of Siberia before 
crossing into Mongolia on our way to Beijing. Combining 
nine overnights on the train with seven nights at 
comfortable first class hotels, the journey offers the plush 
comforts of a private train combined with the experience of 
a lifetime. While this journey is not for everyone, it is well 
suited to those with a sense of adventure who are willing to 
experience one of the world’s most hostile environments, 
Siberia, during its most comfortable time of year. 
     Our private train offers five distinct cabin types, each 
uniquely different and each catering to the needs of 
different individuals (see separate insert for details).  
       This journey provides a fully inclusive travel experience, 
with all excursions included, private guides and lectures, all 
meals (except two dinners in Beijing), all taxes, fees and 
gratuities for included services.  
     Read on but don’t delay - we have limited space on this 
private train and we do expect that space will fill early and 
quickly. 
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 One and a half days of touring in Moscow 

 Tour of the UNESCO World Heritage Kremlin in Kazan 

 Comprehensive onboard lecture program plus complete 
excursion and sightseeing package  

 Onboard informational talks on the Trans-Siberian 
Railway, regional geography, culture and history 

 Siberian Welcome ceremony with bread and salt 

 Traditional Siberian wooden houses in Irkutsk 

 Panoramic train route directly alongside Lake Baikal  

 Vodka tasting with traditional snacks and red caviar  

 Picnic on the shores of Lake Baikal (weather permitting) 

 Beijing’s Forbidden City and Summer Palace 

 The journey delivers three of the world’s largest 
countries right to your compartment door: Russia, 
Mongolia and China 

 The only private Trans-Siberian train covering the 
spectacular landscapes of Mongolia  

 Stops at Kazan, Yekaterinburg, Novosibirsk, Irkutsk, 
Lake Baikal and Ulaanbaatar 

 
 

 Accommodation in hotels indicated or similar 

 2 nights in central Moscow  

 1 night in Irkutsk, the Eastern Siberian capital city 

 1 night in Ulaanbaatar (optional stay in a yurt) 

 3 nights in central Beijing  

 8 nights aboard the Tsar’s Gold Train  

 1 night Chinese Rail  

 45 meals included as noted (B - 16 breakfasts, L - 15 
lunches, D - 14 dinners) 

 All transfers, excursions and sightseeing according to 
itinerary, including all entry fees 

 Services of your tour escort plus local guides on the rail 
journey and excursions and a full time experienced 
professional Tour Director from Moscow to Beijing 

 Baggage handling at hotels and on train (1 bag per 
person)  

 All gratuities, taxes and fees for included services 

 China and Russia visa fees for Canadian Passport 
holders 

 

Air-Inclusive rates also include: 

 Return economy group airfare  

 Transfers between airports, trains and hotels  

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value 

 All current air taxes, fuel surcharges and fees    

Joan Pitman was in the 
airline industry for 25 years 
and remains in the travel 
industry today. As a Tour 
Director she has travelled 
extensively to Alaska, Asia, 
across Canada and the US as 
well as Europe. Personal 
travel has taken her to Europe, 
South America, Australia, 
Asia, New Zealand, Africa, 
Central America, and Bali. A 
Whistler weekender since the mid 70’s, and a full time 
resident from 2000, Joan and her husband George also 
maintain a home in Vancouver. Joan and George have 6 
children between them and 9 grandchildren. They are 
looking forward to sharing this exciting journey with all 
those who will join them.  



September 10, Thursday  Depart Canada 
Travellers gather in Toronto for the overnight flights that will 
take us to Moscow, capital of ancient and modern Russia. 
 

September 11, Friday Moscow, Russia 
On arrival in Moscow, our tour guide will welcome us at the 
airport and transfer us to our hotel. Balance of day is at 
leisure with dinner at a local restaurant.  
Intercontinental Tverskaya Hotel (2 nights) D 
 

September 12, Saturday Moscow 
This morning we explore Moscow enjoying views over the 
city from a couple of wonderful hills followed by an inside 
visit to the Christ the Savior Cathedral. Originally built to 
mark the defeat of Napoleon in 1812 and destroyed by 
Stalin in 1931, the Cathedral was rebuilt by the Russian 
people in 2000. Take a walk across Red Square and visit 
Saint Basil’s Cathedral and the very popular GUM 
department store. Following lunch, enjoy an underground 
tour on the Moscow Metro. With over 150 stations, each 
uniquely different, the Metro provides unique glimpses into 
Russia’s cultural heritage. We gather this evening for our 
Welcome Dinner, hosted by our train staff.  BLD    
 

September 13, Sunday Moscow / All Aboard  
Our morning tour will feature the highlights of Moscow, 
including the Kremlin and its magnificent cathedral still left 
from the time of the Tsars. Late this afternoon we will 
transfer to Moscow’s “Kazan Station” where we will embark 
on the Tsar’s Gold Train using vintage rail cars from a 
bygone era. We will have time to settle in before gathering 
for a welcome reception and enjoying dinner on board as 
we begin our epic journey east across Russia.  
Tsar’s Gold Train (5 nights)  BLD  
 

September 14, Monday Kazan  
This morning we arrive in Kazan, the old capital of 
Tatarstan on the banks of the Volga. Our city tour includes 
Kazan Kremlin, a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage site, 
with its wonderful views over the Volga. Here we will learn 
about the wild and often bloody relationships between the 
Tatars, the Cossacks, and the Russians. We continue 
eastward in the evening and overnight on board.  BLD  
 

September 15, Tuesday Yekaterinburg 
About noon we will stop in Yekaterinburg, the historic 
capital of the Urals. The city is known as the place where 
Tzar Nicholas II and his family were murdered in 1918. On 
a panoramic tour we shall see the new Church on the 
Blood and the monument to the Romanov family, both built 
in 2003. Back on board enjoy dinner as we continue across 
the vast steppes of western Siberia.   BLD  
 

September 16, Wednesday Novosibirsk 
On arrival in Novosibirsk, in the heart of Siberia, we will be 
welcomed in the traditional Russian manner with bread and 
salt. Our city tour highlights the most Soviet of all cities on 
this route, and includes a visit to the Trans-Siberian 
monument and the mighty Ob River.  BLD  
 

September 17, Thursday Across Siberia 
Our rolling home continues its long journey across the 
plains of Siberia and takes us across the wide Yenisei 
River. We continue through the landscapes of Eastern 
Siberia with its mountains, crystal-clear rivers and verdant 
slopes. On board we are entertained by lectures about 
Siberia and treated to the chef’s special "Tsar’s Feast", 
highlighted by Russian treats from a bygone era. Enjoy 
Russian hospitality during the vodka and caviar tasting 

Explore Beijing’s Forbidden City  

while passing by small villages with typical wooden houses, 
birch forests turning golden in colour, and impressive 
mountain vistas in the background.  BLD  
 

September 18, Friday  Irkutsk 
Today we arrive in Irkutsk, the capital of Eastern Siberia 
during Tsarist times. Our city tour will allow us to enjoy the 
city’s colourful market, the theatre, which is the oldest in 
Eastern Siberia, and the City History Museum featuring pre
-Russian wooden yurts and tepees and some fascinating 
pictures of 19th century Irkutsk.  
Hotel Irkutsk (1 night)  BLD  
 

September 19, Saturday Lake Baikal 
Travelling by local bus we visit a Siberian Village and then 
embark on a boat which will take us across Lake Baikal to 
the port where our private train awaits us. The lake, the 
deepest fresh water lake in the world (1,700 metres) and 
the largest by volume (23,000 cubic kilometres) is definitely 
a sight to behold. Back on board we spend several hours 
travelling by the lake on the original tracks of the Siberian 
route and make a long photo stop by the shore where we 
will have the chance to absorb the magical beauty of the 
lake and to enjoy the wonderful scenery. Take the 
opportunity to have a dip in the lake if you dare. If the night 
is suitable, our dinner will be served as a picnic on the 
shores of the lake before we continue our journey, 
travelling along the very edge of Lake Baikal.  
Tsar’s Gold Train (2 nights) BLD  
 

September 20, Sunday   
 Lake Baikal / Ulan Ude / Mongolia 
Our journey continues along the shores of the lake this 
morning and then we cross through the splendid Selenga 
Valley and the wild solitude of eastern Siberia’s 
mountainous steppes. This morning we are over 5,400 
kilometres from Moscow. At Ulan Ude we make our final 
stop in Russia, where we have a city tour of the capital of 
Buryatia, followed by the simple border formalities as we  
cross from Russia into Mongolia.  BLD  
 

September 21, Monday Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
We awake to a new land, with vast rolling plains and 
mountainous landscapes dotted with colourful yurt camps 
and inhabited by solitary riders on horseback. This morning 
we are in Ulaanbaatar, the growing capital of a quickly 
developing land. Our private coach tour will show us the 
city, including the Gandan Buddhist Monastery and the 
somewhat unique Choijin Lama Temple among other sites. 
This evening we will have the option (approx. $25pp) to 
attend a traditional Mongolian folk arts performance 
featuring throat singing, horse-headed fiddle playing, as 
well as national costumes and dances. We will overnight in 
a central first class hotel but with advance notice, members 
can overnight in a traditional yurt in the beautiful landscape 



Cat I Standard (quad occupancy) ................................ $8,895 
Cat II Classic................................................................ $11,895 
Cat II Superior ............................................................. $12,395 
Cat II Superior Plus ..................................................... $12,995 
Cat III Nostalgic Comfort ............................................ $15,595 
Cat IV Bolshoi.............................................................. $19,895 
Cat V Bolshoi Platinum .............................................. $22,995 
Single Supplement................................. Please Call for Rates 

Above rates are per person based on sharing the category 
chosen. Cat I is based on 4 persons sharing one room. All 
other categories are per person in twin. For single rates 
please call or visit our website. 
 

Toronto ........................................................................... $1,645 
Montreal / Ottawa............................................................ $1,695 
Halifax / St. John’s .......................................................... $1,965 
Winnipeg ......................................................................... $2,075 
Saskatoon / Regina......................................................... $2,195 
Calgary / Edmonton ........................................................ $2,135 
Vancouver / Victoria ........................................................ $2,235 

Airfares from other gateways and upgrades to Premium 
Economy and Business Class are available on request. Refer 
to Inclusive Features for details. 

Prices are based on a minimum 20 members and on rates, 
taxes and fees effective March 2019. Prices are subject to 
change due to factors beyond our control. Our escort will 
accompany this tour with a minimum of 20 travellers.  

Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with the 
cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For passengers 
up to and including 74 years on departure date, premiums will 
range from $415 to $827 pp plus applicable taxes. Cost 
supplements for travellers aged 75-85 will range from $216 to 
$523pp plus applicable taxes. Clients 86 years and older and/
or clients residing outside Ontario - please contact our staff for 
procedures. This insurance is effective from the date of 
purchase and carries limitations on pre-existing medical 
conditions. Please discuss your insurance coverage prior to 
booking. Check our website for the most current information. 
Refer to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions.   

Final payment will be due May 5, 2020 

Deposit pp is $2,000 (Cat I & II) - $4,000 (Cat III – V)   

To reserve your spot on this tour, complete the enclosed 
enrollment form, indicating the journey and your home city, 
and forward it with your deposit to: 

This journey involves 
extensive travel by rail through the remote Siberian 
countryside and may involve rough rides and unstable 
conditions. While the train itself is very comfortable with 
excellent food and service, the carriages and sleeping 
compartments feature shared facilities, upper and lower 
berths, compact sleeping areas, depending on the 
category chosen. Members need to be prepared for this  
unique travel experience.  
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of the Mongolian plains. (Yurt overnight approx. $60pp - it 
cannot be combined with the folklore show) 
Ramada Hotel / Traditional Yurt (1 night) BLD 
 

September 22, Tuesday Ulaanbaatar  
Today we will enjoy the stunning beauty of the Mongolian 
Alps. Learn of nomadic herdsmen’s lifestyle and their 
settlements of traditional yurts, herds of horses and 
scraggly yaks, a type of wild Tibetan cattle and the 
lifeblood of the nomadic peoples. Enjoy a picnic lunch 
followed by a Mongolian horse-riding demonstration. Back 
on the train this evening we continue our journey to the 
Chinese border. Tsar’s Gold Train (1 night) BLD  
 

September 23, Wednesday Crossing the Gobi Desert  
Early this morning we stop in the heart of the Gobi Desert. 
At the Mongolian/Chinese border town of Erlian, we  
change trains for the journey into Beijing. The Chinese train 
offers only two or four berth cabins for this 16 hour journey. 
(no Nostalgic Comfort or Bolshoi categories).   
Chinese Rail (1 night) BLD  
 

September 24, Thursday Beijing, China 
Be sure to rise early this morning as we make our way into 
the heart of Beijing, passing the Great Wall. On arrival we 
transfer to our hotel, with the balance of the day at leisure.  
Capital Hotel (3 nights)  BL  
 

September 25, Friday Beijing 
Our excursion will take us to Beijing’s most beautiful and 
important sights, including the Temple of Heaven with its 
park as well as more modern architectural achievements 
such as the “Bird’s Nest” Olympic stadium and several 
futuristic skyscrapers. In the afternoon, we will explore the 
Forbidden City, the former Imperial Palace, and its 
numerous temples and halls. BL 
 

September 26, Saturday Beijing 
This morning’s excursion takes us to the Summer Palace, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The landscaped gardens, 
temples, pavilions and man made lake were the preferred 
summer residence of the late Qing Dynasty rulers. This 
evening we gather for our farewell dinner of world-
renowned Peking Duck.  BLD 
 

September 27, Sunday Beijing / Canada 
Our unique and unforgettable experience draws to a close 
as we journey back to Canada, arriving the same day.  B 
 

This is an outline of the proposed schedule – as with 
any travel, the itinerary is subject to change due to 
local events and factors beyond our control. Every 
effort will be made to provide all sights and visits as 
outlined in the itinerary.   

Meet with friendly locals - Credit Group Escort Jon Gurr 


