
Prepare yourself to be wowed by the resilient people and their time-honoured traditions! 



Central Asia is the “Land of the Caravans”. The Silk 
Road Caravan routes influenced the local cultures, as the 
routes of communication and trade opened previously 
isolated societies. Our Route of the Caravans journey 
covers four of the “-stans”, a Persian suffix meaning "home 
of", "place of". The region is famous not only for its many 
branches of the Silk Road, but also as the birthplace of 
great builders of empires, such as Tamerlane, founder of 
the Timurids, and Babur, founder of the Moghul Empire. 

Our journey will be a long and thorough one, tracing 
our way across the plains of  Asia, just as the ancient 
Caravans did hundreds of years ago but enjoying the 
modern comforts of deluxe coaches and modern high 
speed bullet trains. Carefully selected hotels, all meals and 
entrance fees, even all tipping and services will ensure a 
carefree and exciting adventure. Group size will be limited 
and early booking is strongly advised. 

 

 Return economy group airfare from Canada  

 19 nights in comfortable, first class and deluxe hotels as 
indicated or similar 

 Travel by modern climate controlled motor coaches and 
high speed trains (where available) 

 54 meals included as noted (B - 19 breakfasts, L - 17 
Lunches, D - 18 dinners)  

 All entrance fees for included visits  

 Baggage handling of one suitcase per person (where 
possible) 

 All gratuities, taxes and fees for included services 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 Services of our Canadian tour leaders plus national 
guides in each region 

 Visit four of the “Stans” as we explore the legendary 
Silk Road across Central Asia  

 Four UNESCO World Heritage Sites  

 Special lunches & dinners with entertainment in Almaty, 
Samarkand, Bukhara  

 Dinner with a master chef in Samarkand, meals with 
ceramic artist in Bukhara and in Khiva  

 Meet with locals—architect, students and more 

 Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain 

 Historic Panjikent, Tajikistan  

 4 nights in legendary Samarkand, 3 nights in Bukhara 
and 2 in Khiva 

 Explore ancient and modern Tashkent  

September 24, Tuesday Depart from Canada  
Group members from across Canada gather for the 
overnight flights to Almaty.  
 

September 26, Thursday Arrive Almaty, Kazakhstan 
Arriving early this morning, our guide will meet and transfer 
us directly to our hotel (rooms ready on arrival). Later, we 
will explore Almaty - Zenkov Cathedral (one of the world’s 
tallest wooden structures) and the Central State Museum 
with displays of Scythian art, rock drawings and the 
nomadic tribes of Kazakhstan.  One exhibit is a replica of 
the Golden Man, with armor made from 4,000 gold pieces. 
Other tour highlights include Republic Square and the 
Green Bazaar. Mercure City Centre Hotel (3 nights)  BD 
 

September 27, Friday Almaty 
Drive to Big Almaty Lake, in the mountains to the south of 
Almaty. The local name, Zhasylkol, means Blue Lake due 
to its vibrant colour. Enjoy the dramatic mountain scenery 
of the surrounding peaks (8200 feet) and a display of 
Kazakh falconry by hunters on horseback wearing 
traditional costumes. After a Kazakh welcome lunch with a 
musical performance, we return to the city to visit the 
Grand Mosque and the delightful Museum of Musical 
Instruments (traditional Kazakh instruments, including the 
two-stringed dombra).   BLD 
 

September 28, Saturday  Almaty / Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Departing early, we make our way overland to Bishkek, 
capital of Kyrgyzstan. Afternoon highlights include Ala Too 
Square and its impressive buildings, Victoria Square, Oak 
Park with sculptures in stone, wood and metal, Osh Market 
with colourful offerings of sweets, breads and crafts, and if 
time permits, the Museum of Fine Arts.  
Hotel Hyatt Regency or similar (2 nights) BLD 

 

David, President of Craig Travel, and Roslyn bring with 
them many years of travel experience both as escorts 
and as tour operators. After attending the University of 
Toronto and York University, David travelled around the 
world and lived in Australia for a number of years before 
returning to Canada. For over forty years David has 
devoted his working life to arranging and operating 
tours and cruises to scores 
of destinations around the 
world. An Australian by birth, 
Roslyn, has lived and 
worked in the business of 
travel for most of her life. For 
almost four decades, David 
and Roslyn have led tours 
and cruises visiting over 100 
countries and all seven 
continents.  
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Registan is the city’s masterpiece. Simply meaning “place 
of sand”, it was the central marketplace before the 
madrassah were built. The Gur-Emir Mausoleum, the final 
resting place of Tamerlane, was actually built for his 
grandson. The heavily gilded central dome opens over the 
set of marble tomb-markers (only Tamerlane’s is made of  
solid jade). Tamerlane’s Bibi-Khanum Mosque was the 
largest in the Islamic world. The very colourful Siab Bazaar 
is a must see for everyone. This evening, in a private home, 
we will be treated to dinner, created by a master chef. BLD 
 

October 6, Sunday Samarkand  
Visit the workshop of Abdurakhim Mukhtarov where hand-
crafted paper is made according to traditions from the 8th 
century. Continue to the tombs and mausoleums called 
Shah-i-Zinda, or “place of a living king”, reaching to the 
dusty slopes of ancient Afrosiab. After lunch, visit a silk 
carpet factory that uses only natural vegetable dyes. 
Observe the entire process of dyeing the thread and 
weaving the carpets. The History Museum has relics from 
the ancient past. After a short rest, attend a performance of 
a young Uzbek dance troupe as we dine. BLD 
 

October 7, Monday  Samarkand / Bukhara   
Travel by fast train to Bukhara and continue to Gijduvon, 
home to a special school of Uzbek ceramics. After learning 
from the pottery master enjoy lunch in his courtyard. The 
region around Bukhara (UNESCO World Heritage) has 
been inhabited for at least five millennia and has long been 
a centre of trade, scholarship, culture, and religion.  
Omar Khayan (3 nights)  BLD  
 

October 8, Tuesday Bukhara 
An oasis in the desert, Bukhara offers rest to the modern 
traveller just as it did travellers of old. Beautifully restored, 
the Old Town retains its charm - the central pool, the plaza 
and the domed bazaars. Admire the many styles of 
brickwork in the various buildings. The 12

th
 century 

Chashma Ayub Mausoleum marks the site where Ayub 
(Biblical Job) struck the ground with his staff, creating a 
spring. The Kalon Assembly (mosque, minaret and school) 
is always busy with merchants and local vendors. The 
massive minaret (150 feet) overshadows the city while the  
Lyabi-Hauz Plaza is a place to meet friends, eat, drink, and 
relax. The Ark Citadel preserves the historic residence, 
audience hall, fortress and trading centre. Meet a local 
architect to learn about the recent restorations. Enjoy a 
traditional Uzbek performance this evening along with 
dinner in a former madrassah.  BLD 
 

October 9, Wednesday Bukhara  
Visit the Emir’s Summer Palace and the Museum of 
National Crafts to admire the vivid suzani embroidered 

September 29, Sunday  Ala Archa National Park 
Drive out to the Ala Archa National Park, a scenic area 
known for its beautiful mountain scenery and hiking trails. 
Fast flowing Ala Archa River runs through the alpine gorge 
surrounded by snowy peaks with steep forested slopes. 
Enjoy free time or a short hike in the park. In the afternoon, 
return to Bishkek and visit the Kyrgyz Historical Museum (if 
open), displaying a complete Kyrgyz history from rock 
paintings, stone culture collection, ceramic, glass and metal 
articles, coins and ethnographic collections.  BLD 
 

September 30, Monday    Osh / Fergana, Uzbekistan  
Our morning flight brings us to Osh, Kyrgyzstan’s second 
city, located in the Fergana Valley. Explore the city and 
learn about Sulaiman-Too Sacred Mountain, one of Asia’s 
holiest Islamic sites (UNESCO World Heritage), being 
Sulaiman’s final resting place. Bara-Kuh draws pilgrims to 
the house of Babur, the 14th century Muslim founder of the 
Mughal Dynasty in India. Later this afternoon, we cross into 
Uzbekistan en route to  Fergana.  
Hotel Asia Fergana (2 nights) BLD 
 

October 1, Tuesday   Fergana Valley / Margilan, Rishtan   
Surrounded by the Tien Shan Mountain Range and watered 
by the Syr Darya River, the Fergana Valley is the most 
fertile part of Central Asia. Alexander the Great founded a 
city here in 329 BC and traders from China created the Silk 
Road through here in the 1st century BC. Dating from the 
time of Alexander the Great, Margilan once had over a 
dozen madrassahs (Islamic religious schools) and 200 
mosques. Visit a silk workshop to learn about the traditional 
ikat and khan-atlas (the “king of silk’’ pattern of Uzbek silk 
fabrics). In the foothills of the Alai Range, Rishtan is famous 
for its ceramics, due to the excellent local clay. Modern 
ceramics are noted for floral and geometric designs in 
bright blues and greens. Enjoy lunch at the home of a 
master artist, and tour his private studio.  BLD 
 

October 2, Wednesday Fergana / Kokand / Tashkent  
First mentioned in the 10th century as an oasis town, 
Kokand became a prosperous trading and religious centre. 
See the impressive Khudayar Khan’s Palace, built in 1873 
(the 113-room palace is being restored). The impressive 
Jami Mosque reminds us that Kokand was once home to 
600 mosques and 15 madrassahs. Late this afternoon we 
catch our train which will take us over mountain passes and 
to the Uzbek capital, Tashkent.   
Ramada Tashkent Hotel or similar (1 night) BLD 
 

October 3, Thursday Samarkand  
Travel by fast train to legendary Samarkand (UNESCO 
World Heritage). Built on the ruins of ancient Afrosiab and 
once called Marakanda, the city is on the main Silk Route 
between China and Europe. Islamic beliefs crossed paths 
with spices from Asia and silk from China.  
Hotel Malika Prime (4 nights) BLD 
 

October 4, Friday    Panjikent, Tajikistan / Samarkand 
Cross into Tajikistan for a visit to the historic centre of 
Panjikent. Old Panjikent, set on a rise above the Zarafshon 
River, was a Sogdian stronghold from the 5th century AD 
until the Arabs invaded three centuries later. In Sarazm 
(from the 4th century BC) we find open digs, a citadel with a 
Zoroastrian fire temple and city bazaar. We will also visit  
the Rudaki History Museum with frescoes and relics from 
the two sites. We are back in Samarkand this evening.  BLD 
 

October 5, Saturday Samarkand  
Samarkand (the 'Rome of the Orient') was flourishing 
before Rome and Babylon were founded. With three 
emblematic madrassah (schools) framing the square, 

Enjoy outstanding natural beauty with mountains and trees of fir and birch. 



This itinerary features remote 
regions, off the beaten track. Hotels will range from deluxe 
to best available tourist class properties. All rooms will 
have private facilities. On this journey, we will travel by fast 
train (where available), eliminating most long coach days. 
Members may have to handle their own luggage at times. 
Many visits will involve walking excursions, sometimes 
over rough surfaces and with steps of varying heights. 
Facilities (toilets) away from our hotels may be traditional 
eastern style. Food will reflect the local cuisine. This is an 
ideal time to visit this region with warm days and cool 
nights. Members must be physically fit and active to fully 
enjoy this tour.  

REV01MAY19 

 

Land Only (Join Almaty / Leave Tashkent) ............... $5,195 
Toronto ...................................................................... $7,295 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $7,495 
Halifax / Winnipeg / Thunder Bay .............................. $7,695 
St. John’s ................................................................... $7,895 
Saskatoon / Regina ................................................... $7,895 
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver............................... $7,795 
Victoria  ...................................................................... $7,895 
Single Supplement .................................................... $1,195 
 

Refer to inclusive features for details. Tour price is based 
on sharing a twin or double-bedded room and on a 
minimum 20 members. Rates, taxes and fees effective 
September 2018 and are subject to change due to factors 
beyond our control.   
 
Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $278 to $381 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $196 to $394pp plus applicable taxes.  
This insurance is effective from the date of purchase and 
carries limitations on pre-existing medical conditions.  
Please discuss your insurance coverage prior to booking.  
Check our website for the most current information. Refer 
to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions. 
 

 
Final payment will be due June 20, 2019 

Deposit is $600 per person 
 

To reserve your place on this journey, please complete the 
enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to join and 
your home city, and forward it with your deposit to:  

coverlets with designs reflecting traditional Uzbek 
decorations. After lunch, visit a private studio to learn from 
a master marionette-maker how traditional Uzbek puppets 
are made with expressive faces and traditional Uzbek 
garments. Admire the early 19th century Chor Minor 
Madrassah, with four tall slender, blue-topped minarets. 
The balance of the day is free to explore on our own.  BLD 
 

October 10, Thursday Bukhara / Khiva   
Travel by fast train (if possible) or road to the last great city 
of the Uzbeck countryside, Khiva. Crossing the Kyzyl Kum 
or Red Sand Desert, we again follow the ancient route Silk 
Road once used by traders, with camels loaded with goods. 
Khiva is a living museum, with images of life centuries ago. 
Legend has it that Khiva was founded by Shem, son of 
Noah. It was the capital of the Timurid Empire, becoming a 
busy slave market and trading centre for three centuries. 
Orient Star Hotel (2 nights) BLD 
 

October 11, Friday  Khiva  
We will spend the morning with our guide, exploring the 
maze of lanes, mud houses, minarets, madrasah and great 
mosques. Our walk includes Ichan Kala (walled city), Kalta 
Minor Minaret, Kunya Ark (inner citadel), and Madrassa 
Rakhimkhon, the Friday Mosque, Tashauli Palace, Harem, 
and much more. Our afternoon is free to explore this 
compact walled city on our own and its many craft centres. 
 BLD 
 

October 12, Saturday    Khiva / Urgench / Tashkent 
Enjoy a final morning to wander the lanes and local bazaars 
of Khiva until we transfer to Urgench to catch our afternoon 
flight to Tashkent. Rock paintings in the nearby Chatkal 
Mountains confirm that humans have lived in Tashkent 
region since 2000 BC. The city was ruled by Arabs from 
751 and by Genghis Khan in the 13th century. Much of the 
city was destroyed by the great 1966 earthquake. Today, 
the modern city is a mixture of wide tree-lined boulevards, 
oversized (and ugly) Soviet buildings and traces of the old 
city. Ramada Tashkent (2 nights)  BLD 
 

October 13, Sunday Tashkent 
We will see the many faces of modern Tashkent from 
Independence Square to Tashkent’s Old Town, especially 
the al-Bukhari Madrassah and the Tillya Sheikh Mosque, 
which houses the Uthman Koran (world’s oldest Koran - 7

th
 

Century - UNESCO Memory of the World Register). We will 
ride Tashkent’s Metro (the first in Central Asia with stations 
adorned with granite, marble, chandeliers and mosaics) 
and visit the Museum of Applied Arts. This evening we 
gather for our farewell dinner. BLD  
 

October 14, Monday Tashkent / Canada  
Morning transfer to the airport as we catch our flights back 
to Canada, arriving the same day.  B  

Incredible architecture at Registan Square in the heart of ancient Samarkand 


