
The Pink Mosque - credit Nick Cannon 

 



 Return economy group airfare from Canada to Tehran  

 Internal flight from Tehran to Kerman  

 First class and best available hotels as indicated or 
similar  

 All meals as indicated (B - 15 breakfasts, L - 15 lunches, 
D - 14 dinners) with many special meals (plus those 
inflight) 

 All sightseeing and entrance fees on tour as indicated  

 Bottled water daily while travelling and on excursions  

 Visa fees for Canadian passport holders (details to 
follow) 

 Baggage handling at the hotels 

 All gratuities, surcharges, taxes and fees for included 
services 

 Airport transfer in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 Services of our Canadian escort and professional 
English speaking national guide 

 Discover Tehran, Iran’s capital and largest city  

 The lovely old town of Kerman known for its vast bazaar 
and jewellery shops 

 The mud-brick fortress of Rayen, dating back 1,000 
years  

 Experience several Persian gardens including the 
Shahzadeh or Prince Garden 

 Yazd, a traditional centre of Zoroastrianism, with the Fire 
Temple and Towers of Silence 

 Ancient Shiraz city of poets, literature, wine and flower  

 The magnificent ruins of Persepolis, one of the world’s 
greatest archaeological sites 

 Home Hosted Dinner - split into small groups to share a 
dinner and evening with a host family 

 Firuzabad and the nomadic tribes of the desert regions 

 Legendary Isfahan, a most beautiful city described as 
“Half of the world”  

 The charming mountain village of Abyaneh 
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     Located at the crossroads between East and West, Iran 
has its roots in the ancient empire of Persia, established in 
the 6th century BC. After the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran 
isolated itself from the western world in an attempt to 
protect itself from non-Muslim values and influences, 
making it an international outcast. Since the death, in 1989, 
of Ayatollah Khomeini, leader of the Islamic Revolution, 
Iran has been making attempts to open its doors to foreign 
visitors. Today, we find a country made up of many ethnic 
groups and influenced through the ages by Greek, Arab, 
Turkic, and Mongol occupiers. The various trails of the Silk 
Road crossed through this land bringing goods, spices, 
knowledge and more. As a result, Iranians are endlessly 
welcoming. For those who think of Iran as a dark, 
dangerous place full of fundamentalist fanatics, visiting the 
real Iran will be a most magical and pleasant experience.  
     Our journey to this ancient land has been carefully 
planned to put you in the footsteps of history when Persia 
was a great world power. Walk around the sublime, 
turquoise-tiled domes and minarets of Isfahan’s Naqsh-e 
Jahan (Imam) Square, the awesome power and beauty of 
the Achaemenid’s ancient capital at Persepolis, the 
mudbrick alleys and rooftops in Yazd, and exquisite 
gardens designed from verses in the Quran to reflect 
paradise. We will explore historical sites, palaces, 
mansions, mosques, and museums, with ample time to 
shop in some of the world’s most amazing bazaars for 
carpets, jewellery, textiles, and so much more. Savour 
flavourful and exotic Persian cuisine and relax in a 
classical teahouse.  
     This unique journey will be limited and is sure to fill 
quickly, so we urge you to enroll early.  

 

 
 

Leading this exciting journey to Iran will be Janet Williams. 
Janet recently retired after 35 years in the teaching 
profession, most recently as a Vice Principal. According to 
Janet, being a group escort is the perfect retirement 
activity! It combines her passion for travel and love of new 
experiences and cultures with the enjoyment of sharing all 
of this with passengers from all across Canada. She has 
done extensive personal travelling 
and has also led successful trips 
on our behalf to many parts of the 
world. This includes Myanmar, 
China, Russia, Australia and New 
Zealand, Egypt, Tunisia, 
Madagascar, South America as 
well as many parts of Europe. She 
is looking forward to sharing this 
journey with you! 

Magnificent details of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque 



October 19, Saturday Depart Canada 
Tour members from across Canada gather in Toronto for 
the overnight flights to Iran. 
 

October 20, Sunday Arrive Tehran 
We arrive Tehran this evening and transfer directly to our 
hotel. Parsian Azadi Hotel (3 nights)  
 

October 21, Monday Tehran 
After the Mongols destroyed the Silk Road city of Rey, 
Tehran rose in its place as the region’s most important 
trading centre.  By 1789 Tehran had become the capital of 
Persia. While the city grew in prominence, it remained 
unchanged until the massive modernization efforts in the 
1920’s. Since then, Tehran has grown to a metropolis of 
more than eight million people. Relax most of this morning 
and visit the massive Golestan Palace, the oldest of 
Tehran’s historic monuments.  Built in the 16th century as a 
fortress by the Safavid Dynasty, it encompasses several 
palatial buildings around a cool green garden.  A highlight 
will be the Marble Throne, created from 65 pieces of yellow 
Yazd marble.  After lunch at a local restaurant, we will visit 
the world-famous Crown Jewels (if available).  From simple 
unset diamonds to jewel-encrusted crowns, scepters, and 
weapons, these national treasures rival any collection in 
the world. Gather this evening for our Welcome Dinner. BLD 
 

October 22, Tuesday Tehran 
This morning we continue our exploration of Tehran with a 
visit to the Archaeology Museum, displaying Persian 
antiquities, art and artifacts from Iran’s long past.  This is 
an introduction to all the wonders of Persia through the 
ages.  Next we continue to the Reza Abbasi Museum, a 
wonderful collection of Persian art (gold, paintings, 
miniatures and more) dating from the second millennium 
BC, and the Abgineh Museum of Glass and Ceramics, with 
displays dating back to 4000 BC.  BLD 
 

October 23, Wednesday Tehran / Kerman 
Visit the Carpet Museum with an extensive collection of 
17th century pieces, and the Sa’ad Abad Palace, the 
former residence of the deposed royal family. The Reza 
Abbasi Museum showcases calligraphy and other objects 
from Iran’s distant past through the 19th century. Early this 
evening, we fly south to Kerman. Set in a high valley 
between the Zagros Mountains and the Dasht-e Lut Desert, 
Kerman has been isolated for much of its existence (since 
about 300 AD). Kerman Pars Hotel (2 nights) BLD 
 

October 24, Thursday Rayen / Mahan 
Departing Kerman, we drive through arid landscapes to the 
mud-brick citadel of Arg-e Rayen. From a bygone era, this 
small trading centre is at least 1,000 years old, but its 
foundations could be much older. The sturdy ramparts and 
the watchtowers surround a governor’s mansion, a military 
garrison, a bazaar and stables. After lunch we continue to 
Mahan, visiting the mausoleum of the great Sufi teacher, 
Shah Nematollah Vali.  One of the very few true Persian 
gardens left in Iran, the UNESCO-listed Shahzadeh, or 
Prince Garden, is a walled oasis with fountains, flowing 
streams and cool pools. Back in Kerman we will explore 
the city’s splendid bazaar which stretches about 2 km from 
the Hammam Ganjalikhan (bathhouse) Museum to the 
massive Jamae (Friday) Mosque, built in 1348 and 
decorated with polychrome tiles.   BLD 
 

October 25, Friday Yazd 
Drive north through the desert to Yazd, watching for 
unusual mounds of earth. These are the “qanats”, 
indicating a system of underground canals that carry spring 
water to agricultural centres. They have provided fresh 
water to fertile valleys for over 2,500 years. Stop for lunch 

at an historic caravanserai that has been turned into a 
simple hostel. A Zoroastrian centre from ancient times, 
Yazd’s isolation and desert climate proved to be its 
greatest assets, hiding it from waves of invaders. 
Zoroastrians, artists and poets found safe haven in Yazd, 
where they made it a city of tolerance and beauty.  
Safaiyeh Hotel (2 nights) BLD 
 

October 26, Saturday Yazd 
Yazd means “to feast and worship”, and many Yazdis 
maintain their Zoroastrian traditions. The region is 
renowned for its textiles, especially termeh, a type of silk 
brocade that has been produced for centuries. While 
strolling the narrow, winding streets of the old town, look for 
badgirs, or wind towers, designed to direct breezes into the 
homes. Originally founded in the 12th century, the Jamae 
(Friday) Mosque stands on the site of an ancient 
Zoroastrian fire temple. The UNESCO-listed Dowlat Abad 
Garden is a classical Persian walled garden, with a long 
pool and the tallest wind tower in Iran. Zoroastrians from 
around the world visit the Fire Temple to see its eternal 
flame, said to have been burning since 470 AD. Time 
permitting, we visit the Towers of Silence, set on a hilltop 
and used by Zoroastrians until the 20th century. BLD  
 

October 27, Sunday Pasargadae / Shiraz 
Crossing the desert, we will stop at Abarkuh, a desert city 
noted for its aged cypress tree which are believed to be 
over 4000 years old, and explore the ruins of Pasargadae, 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Cyrus the Great founded 
Pasargadae, the first capital of the Achaemenid Empire, in 
the 6th century BC. We continue to the fabled city of 
Shiraz, noted for its remarkable 2,500-year history. A major 
artistic, religious, and academic centre, the city is famed for 
its poetry, gardens and architecture.  
Shiraz Homa Hotel (4 nights) BLD 
 

October 28, Monday Shiraz 
We will spend this day in Shiraz. Early this morning enjoy 
the wonderful morning sun through the coloured glass and 
on the lovely pink-tiles of Nasir-ol-Molk Mosque. Visit the 
tombs of Iran’s greatest lyric poet, Hafez, and of Saadi, 
with its tranquil garden setting. We plan to visit two 
delightful Persian gardens; Eram, with its pools and palm 
trees, and  Narenjestan, with its beautiful cypress-lined 
avenues and the Ghavam Museum, located in the garden.  
Stroll past the historic citadel of Arg of Karim Khan later in 
the afternoon before we enter Shiraz Bazaar, one of the 
most enchanting in Persia. BLD 
 

October 29, Tuesday Persepolis / Shiraz 
Our destination this morning is Persepolis, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and one of the most important sites of 
the Ancient World as it was the ceremonial capital of the 
Achaemenid kings. View the famous bas-reliefs showing 
kings, courtiers, and gift-bearing representatives of the 
Persian Empire’s tributary nations. At the tombs of Naqsh-e 
Rostam, the monumental rock carvings are thought to mark 
the tombs of Darius the Great, Darius II, Xerxes, and 
Artaxerxes.  Back in Shiraz, we are hoping to enjoy a very 
special treat, a visit in a private home to meet with a family 
and to share dinner with them.   BLD  
 

October 30, Wednesday Firuzabad / Nomads  
Dating back to 220AD, Firuzabad was a centre for the 
Sassanian Empire and home of  the magnificent Palace of 
Ardashir, noted for its extremely high arches. The 
surrounding countryside is the winter home for several 
nomadic tribes, including the Qashqai. The Qashqai 
women weave rugs celebrated for their bright colours and 
geometric designs. Today we hope to visit a camp and to 
learn about their nomadic way of life.  BLD 
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Land Only (Join / Leave Tehran) ............................... $4,895 
Toronto ....................................................................... $6,195 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $6,395 
Halifax / Winnipeg ...................................................... $6,495 
St. John’s ................................................................... $6,695 
Regina / Saskatoon / Victoria .................................... $6,695 
Vancouver / Edmonton / Calgary ............................... $6,595 
Single Supplement ........................................................ $895 

Airfares from other gateways are available on request. 
Refer to inclusive features for details. 
Land Only price includes internal flights. Tour price is 
based on sharing a twin-bedded room at hotels. Prices are 
based on a minimum 20 members and on rates, taxes and 
fees effective December 2018 and are subject to change 
due to factors beyond our control. Group to be escorted 
with a minimum of 20 group members.   
Note: All members will require a Visa for Iran. Estimated 
cost to obtain this Visa for Canadian citizens is included but 
procedures will be defined later. We may require up to 90 
days to obtain the Iranian visa. 

Prices do not include the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $346 to $450 pp plus 
applicable taxes.  Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $207 to $414 pp plus applicable taxes.  
This insurance is effective from the date of purchase and 
carries limitations on pre-existing medical conditions.  
Please discuss your insurance coverage prior to booking.  
Check our website for the most current information. Refer 
to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions.   

Final payment will be due July 15, 2019 
Deposit will be $600 per person 

 

To reserve your places on this tour, complete the enclosed 
enrolment form, indicating the tour you wish to join and 
your home city, and forward it with your deposit to: 

 

October 31, Thursday Isfahan 
Heading north, we follow the picturesque Zagros 
Mountains, to the legendary city of Isfahan. Under the rule 
of Shah Abbas the Great (16th century Safavid dynasty), 
Isfahan became one of the most celebrated and beautiful 
cities in the world, referred to as Nesf-e Jahan or “half of 
the world.” Isfahan possesses what many consider the best 
bazaar in Iran, as well as an abundance of classic squares, 
mosques, gardens, and palaces, many adorned with 
magnificent blue tiles. Isfahan is also the craft centre of 
Iran, noted for its carpets, miniature paintings, enamel and 
copper ware plus much more. Kowsar Hotel (3 nights) BLD 
 

November 1, Friday Isfahan 
Bask in the atmosphere of Isfahan as we see the famous 
bridges of the Zayandeh River, Shahrestan, Khaju and Si-o
-Seh Pol. View the former Jewish Quarter, called the 
Juibareh, one of the oldest neighbourhoods in Isfahan, and 
the Pigeon Tower. Visit the Armenian Quarter and the 
Vank Cathedral plus a museum dedicated to the Armenian 
genocide. Spend ample time exploring the spectacular 
Friday Mosque, one of the world’s greatest mosques and 
an excellent example of Persian architecture through the 
ages. The pavilion of the Chehel Sotoun Palace is set in a 
park by a long pool and contains period paintings 
displaying life in the 17th century.  BLD 
 

November 2, Saturday Isfahan 
Visit one of the world’s largest public squares, Maidan-e 
Naghsh-e Jahan, also known as Imam Square. Listed by 
UNESCO, the square was built in the early 17th century. Its 
sides make up the huge central bazaar of Isfahan. The 
Imam Mosque is considered by many to be the most 
beautiful in the world, with its interior covered by Isfahan 
blue tiles. The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque (or Ladies 
Mosque) is an exquisite small structure without minaret or 
courtyard, built during Shah Abbas’ time. Across the 
square is the Ali-Qapu Palace, where Safavid Kings 
watched polo games from the balcony. We will have time to 
explore and to learn about traditional Iranian arts and crafts 
while visiting the legendary bazaars of Isfahan. BLD 
 

November 3, Sunday Abyaneh / Kashan 
Nestled at the foot of Mt. Karkus, the charming village of 
Abyaneh features mud-brick houses that appear to 
cascade down the hillside. On our walking tour, we will see 
the fascinating architecture of this ancient red-rock town, 
see the local shops and mosque, and enjoy great views of 
the valley below. We continue to the oasis city of Kashan 
(dating from 4000 BC), a merchant town known for its high 
quality ceramics, silks, carpets, and some of the finest 
mansions in Iran. This afternoon we will stroll in the Fin 
Garden, a classical Persian vision of paradise and one of 
the most beautiful gardens in the Middle East.  
Negarestan Hotel (1 night) BLD  
 

November 4, Monday Kashan / Tehran 
This morning visit two traditional khans (houses), Khan-e 
Boroujerdi and Khan-e Tabatabaei. Built by wealthy 
merchants in the 19th century, they feature lovely 
courtyards, lush gardens, and intricate carved relief. The 
impressive Islamic complex, the Agha Bozorg Mosque and 
Madraseh, is noted for its symmetrical design. This 
afternoon we will continue to the airport where we catch 
our overnight flights that will bring us back to Canada.  BL 
 

November 5, Tuesday Tehran / Canada 
We arrive back in Toronto late this morning with 
connections to our homes across Canada.  

: While relatively easy, with 
comfortable hotels and mostly good roads, this journey 
features long flights, some long driving days and a good 
many walks over uneven ground. Many visits will involve 
lots of steps of varying heights. Facilities (toilets) away 
from our hotels will often be traditional eastern style. 
Temperatures may vary from cool nights to hot days.  
Members should be physically fit and active to fully enjoy 
this tour. Food will reflect the local cuisine and is excellent 
throughout the country.  
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