
Voodoo objects for sale in a fetish market, used for traditional medicine in West Africa  



      Join us on this exotic new adventure as we discover the 
mysteries and soul of West Africa – Ghana, Togo and 
Benin. Historically, this region was the tragic source from 
which many slaves were transported to the Americas, but it 
is also home to the wonders of Voodoo, the mystic religion 
that was also carried to the Caribbean and still survives in 
the islands. Voodoo originated in the lands that we will visit 
and is still very important to the life and culture of the 
region.  Along with visiting villages, temples, markets and 
priests, we shall attend the most important Voodoo festival 
in the world.  Without question, this is a land of festivals, 
enchanting music, mysterious masks and secret societies. 
The mosaic of peoples who call West Africa home is one of 
the region's most beguiling characteristics. Other highlights 
will include the highlights of the Ashanti Kingdom, a visit to 
a national park and the relics of the colonial past, both 
English and French. 
     This is a journey through lands that are truly off the 
beaten track, exploring an area that few Canadians have 
had an opportunity to visit.  On this exploratory adventure 
we will use the best available accommodations and 
transportation, but members should appreciate that we are 
breaking new ground – be prepared. This group will be 
limited to a membership of 25 adventurers. 

 Return economy group airfare from Canada plus 
internal flight 

 First class hotels and resorts as indicated or similar 

 All sightseeing with guide services as indicated 

 Services of your tour escort plus professional English 
speaking guides 

 42 meals included as noted in the itinerary (B - 14 
breakfasts, L - 14 lunches, D - 14 dinners) 

 Assistance with and cost for visa applications 

 All gratuities, surcharges, taxes and fees for included 
services 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 Attend Ouidah’s fascinating Voo Doo festival 

 Visit the Ganvie lake community 

 The Akodessewa Fetish Market 

 Discover the sites important to the slave trade with the 
Americas 

 Learn the important bead making craft in Ghana 

 Kumasi and Ashanti craft villages 

 Visit the Elmina-Kakum National Park 

Fetish market in Lome, Togo 

 

David, Chairman of Craig Travel, and Roslyn bring 
with them many years of travel experience both as 
escorts and as tour operators. After attending the 
University of Toronto and York University, David travelled 
around the world and lived in Australia for a number of 
years before returning to Canada and Craig Travel.  For 
almost forty years David has devoted his working life to 
arranging and operating tours and cruises to scores of 
destinations around the world. An Australian by birth, 
Roslyn, has lived and worked 
in the travel industry for most 
of her life. For over three 
decades, David and Roslyn 
have led tours and cruises 
visiting over one hundred 
countries and all seven 
continents.  They look 
forward to enjoying this 
brand new journey to West 
Africa with all those who join 
them! 

Voodoo dance, Benin 

Your health, safety and security are our top priority. Best 
practices to combat the spread of COVID-19 are ever-
evolving (see website for more information). For peace of 
mind, your deposit for this journey is fully refundable until: 
 
 

 

 



JAN 7, Friday Depart Canada 
Group members gather in Toronto for the overnight flights 
to West Africa. 
 

JAN 8, Saturday  Cotonou, Benin   
Early this afternoon we arrive in Cotonou, capital and 
largest city of Benin. After clearing formalities we will meet 
our national guide and transfer to our hotel.  
Golden Tulip Diplomate Hotel (2 nights)  
 

JAN 9, Sunday  Cotonou / Ganvie 
The village of Ganvie is often described as the African 
Venice. In ancient times, the Ganvié people took refuge on 
Lake Nokoue from the attacks of the feared Dahomey 
warriors who were forbidden by a deep belief to fight on 
water. Over time they developed this unique lake culture 
and way of life. Our boat cruise takes us along tranquil 
waterways and past fish farms to the lake community, 
where we discover built-on-stilts dwellings, small floating 
markets and a truly unique life style. Later we visit the 
Abomey-Calavi fetish market, the most authentic in the 
region, and have an opportunity to meet a fetish priest en 
route back to Contonou. Some highlights in the capital 
include the huge Dantokpa Market, which features religious 
items and spices alongside everyday objects, the 19th-
century Cotonou Cathedral has a striking red-and-white 
striped façade and in the Haie Vive district, the Fondation 
Zinsou Museum (contemporary African art). Gather this 
evening for our welcome briefing and dinner.   BLD 
 
 

JAN 10, Monday Cotonou / Ouidah (Voodoo Festival) 
Drive to Ouidah, the cradle of the Voodoo religion, which 
offers a calm and relaxed atmosphere with its colonial 
buildings. Today is devoted to the mysteries of the Voodoo 
religion at Ouidah’s annual Voodoo Festival, the largest 
and most revered in West Africa. We will see followers and 
adepts of the various gods, from the elaborately costumed 
Zangbetos, to the followers of Kokou. Around the edges of 
the main performance area groups from various Voodoo 
temples perform their own rites and rituals.  
La Casa de Papa (2 nights) BLD 
 

JAN 11, Tuesday Ouidah 
The festival continues today. Today we shall explore 
Ouidah Township, visiting the Common Grave and the 
Tree of Forgetfulness. Visit the Temple of Pythons and the 
Sacred Forest, both important Voodoo shrines as well as 
the Portuguese Fort now housing the History Museum 
(exhibits focus on the slave trade and the cultural links with 
the Americas). From the city centre, we retrace the 
infamous slave route, passing a former slave market and 
numerous shrines and memorials erected by the African 
Diaspora of the New World. We travel all the way to the 
ocean and the Door of No Return.     BLD 
 

JAN 12, Wednesday Togoville / Lome, Togo 
Cross into the land of Togo, visiting Togoville, the 
Agbodrafo Slave House and the Akodessewa Fetish 
Market. Togoville, a red-earth village, was the homeland of 
numerous slaves taken to Haiti, who were members of the 
Voodoo cult. In the market, we will find magic remedies 
and Voodoo charms used by local sorcerers. Continue to 
the Akodessewa Fetish Market or Marché, the world’s 
largest voodoo market, famous for being a super supply 
store for fetishes, charms and anything else one might 
need for a ritual. Later we enjoy a scenic drive to Lomé, the 
capital and largest city of Togo.  
Hotel Onomo (2 nights)  BLD  
 

JAN 13, Thursday Lome 
Founded in the 19th century by German, British and 
African traders, Lome became the capital of Togoland in 
1897. The city exports coffee, cocoa, copra, and palm 
kernels. Our morning scenic drive will include views of the 
ocean, the local market area, public buildings, and main 

boulevards on the Gulf of Guinea. Also highlighted will be 
Independence Square, the Artisans village, the National 
Museum, the fishing harbor, Art Street and the Grand 
Marché, realm of the famous Nana Benz Ladies. Balance 
of day at leisure.   BLD 
 

JAN 14, Friday   Akosombo / Accra, Ghana 
Crossing into Ghana, we will go through immigration 
formalities. We then follow the coast dotted with Ewe 
villages, tranquil lagoons and tropical vegetation before 
continuing inland to Akosombo. After a break for lunch, we 
enjoy a scenic drive to the small village of Krobo Odumase 
and the Cedi Beads Factory to witness the making of 
beads from specially crafted glass. We can design our own 
beads using the traditional Krobo technique. The bead-
making craft has a long history in Ghana, having been 
used in ceremonies of birth, coming of age, marriage, or 
death for the past 400 years. Later this afternoon we 
continue into Accra, capital and largest city of Ghana.  
Movenpick Ambassador Hotel (3 nights)  BLD 
 

JAN 15, Saturday  Accra 
Our full day in Accra will be spent immersing ourselves in 
the history and day-to-day life of the local people of Accra. 
Highlights of our day will include the W.E.B. Du Bois 
Centre (honouring the Pan-Africanist who chose to live in 
Ghana), Independence Square (with its Flame of Africa 
Independence, lit by Ghana’s first President Kwame 
Nkrumah, in 1961) and the Jamestown Community (the 
city’s most historic residential area). Learn about the local 
Ga tribes (first inhabitants of the region) and walk through 
the fish market to experience life by the sea. Visit Brazil 
House to learn about the seven Afro-Brazilian families who 
returned to settle in Ghana in 1836. Spend ample time in 
the National Cultural Centre (Ghana’s largest market 
dedicated to local arts and crafts).  BLD 
 

JAN 16, Sunday  Accra 
This morning we continue our exploration of the capital, 
with a highlight visit to the Bioko Chocolate factory. Ghana 
is the world’s largest producer of cocoa. Today we will 
learn about the industry and the products made from cocoa 
(with opportunities to sample some). Other highlights will 
include walks in the Kokomba Market and through one of 
the typical crowded residential areas in the city centre. This 
afternoon will be at leisure at our beautiful resort. This 
evening we have arranged a special dinner at a local 
restaurant.  BLD 
 

JAN 17, Monday Accra / Kumasi 
This morning we will take a short flight north into the heart 
of Ghana and to Kumasi, the former capital of the Ashanti 
Empire whose legacies are still evident. Kumasi will 
surprise us, Ghana’s second largest city and a major 
market centre (pop 3,000,000). The city is home to a 
collection of British colonial buildings and is the heart of the 
Ashanti culture. This afternoon we visit Manhyia Palace, 
the official residence of Ashanti Kings (Asantehene) until 
1974, now a museum containing treasured items relating to 
the former Kingdom as well as the National Cultural 
Centre, featuring the Prempeh II Jubilee Museum and 
studios of brass makers, potters and batik makers.  
Golden Tulip Kumasi Hotel (3 nights)  BLD 
 

JAN 18, Tuesday   Kumasi 
Our day is devoted to a number of local villages each 
dedicated to local crafts – the woodcarving village of 
Ahwiaa (creating Royal stools, walking sticks and fertility 
dolls), Adanwomase (learn how the famous Kente cloth is 
handmade on looms in the traditional way) and Ntonso 
(locals use hand stamps to create Adinkra textiles – the 
colourful material is for funerals and other important 
occasions). We shall learn how the black dye is made from 



 

Land only* (Join Cotonou / Leave Elmina) ..................... $6,595 
Toronto ...................................................................... $8,395 
Montreal / Ottawa  ..................................................... $8,595 
Halifax / Winnipeg ...................................................... $8,795 
St. John’s / Victoria .................................................... $8,995 
Regina / Saskatoon ................................................... $8,995 
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver  ............................. $8,895 
Single Supplement .................................................... $1,595 

*Land only price includes no flights. International and 
internal flights are only included if booking air-inclusive. 
Land only travellers join at the hotel in Cotonou and leave 
at the hotel in Elmina. Airfares from other gateways are 
available on request. Air inclusive prices are estimated 
(subject to confirmation).  Final pricing will be advised once 
flights are confirmed. Tour price is based on sharing a twin-
bedded room. Prices are based on a minimum 20 
members and on rates, taxes and fees effective March 
2021 and are subject to change due to factors beyond our 
control. Group to be escorted with a minimum of 20 
travellers.   
Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended.  Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $450 to $553 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $220 to $443 pp plus applicable taxes.  
Clients 86 years and older and/or clients residing outside 
Ontario - please contact our staff for procedures. Clients 86 
years and older and/or clients residing outside Ontario – 
please contact our staff for procedures. This insurance is 
effective from the date of purchase and carries limitations 
on pre-existing medical conditions. Please discuss your 
insurance coverage prior to booking. Check our website for 
the most current information. Refer to the enrollment form 
for general information and conditions.   
 
 

 

Final payment will be due on October 1, 2021 
Deposit is $600 per person 

 

 

To reserve your spot on this tour, complete the enclosed 
enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to join and 
your home city, and forward it with your deposit to: 

the bark of a tree and we will make our own sash to take 
home. Balance of day at leisure. BLD 
 

JAN 19, Wednesday Kumasi 
Today we have arranged a special treat, a visit to a local 
school with an opportunity to interact with the students in 
their class rooms. We will continue our exploration of the 
residential areas of this city with the balance of the 
afternoon at leisure.  BLD  
 

JAN 20, Thursday Assin Manso / Elmina 
Continuing south, we will visit Assin Manso and the Donkor 
Nsuo (Slave River) where captured Africans were washed 
before being confined in the Slave castles to await 
shipment to the Americas and the Caribbean. On arrival in 
Elmina, we will have a brief guided tour of the township. 
The colourful harbour nestled below the Elmina Castle, full 
of pirogues (long narrow canoe) preparing to go to sea, 
offers one of West Africa's greatest photo opportunities.  
Coconut Grove Beach Resort (2 nights)  BLD 
 

JAN 21, Friday  Kakum National Park / Cape Coast 
Early this morning drive through the historic Denkyira 
Kingdom to Kakum National Park, one of West Africa's last 
surviving tropical rain forests. Kakum is the home to over 
40 large mammal and 400 bird species as well as many 
species of butterflies and other flora. The most popular 
attraction is the canopy walkway, which is made up of 
seven bridges extending 330 metres, hanging 30 metres 
above the forest floor. We can either take the canopy 
walkway or enjoy a nature walk through the forest to learn 
about the variety of exotic medicinal flora. Returning, we 
shall explore the infamous forts, coastal castles and slave 
dungeons of Ghana where the sad history of the slave 
trade will be told. Visit the Cape Coast Castle built by the 
Swedes in 1653, home to the West African Historical 
Museum established by the Smithsonian Institute in 
collaboration with the Ghanaian Government in 1994. This 
evening we are in for a treat - a fabulous farewell dinner 
with local music and a cultural performance.     BLD 
 

JAN 22, Saturday  Accra / Flight Home 
After a leisurely morning we transfer back to Accra and day 
rooms at an airport hotel. After dinner we gather for our 
flights back to Canada.  BLD 
 

January 23, Sunday   Arrive Toronto 
All too soon our journey to West Africa comes to a close as 
we arrive in Toronto with continuing flights to our homes 
across Canada.  
 
IMPORTANT: Canadians require Visas to enter all three 
countries in this program. While all arrangements and costs 
will be handled by our office, the Visa process can be long 
and slow. We may need up to two months to secure all 
three Visas. All members will require a yellow Fever 
certificate. Early booking and preparation is essential for 

All members taking 
this journey must be in good physical health, ready and 
willing to accept the challenges that this adventure will 
entail. Throughout the program we will use first class 
hotels. All will be clean and comfortable by African 
standards and all rooms will have private washrooms. 
However local conditions may result in water and electricity 
shortages, poor road conditions with limited facilities in 
remote areas, limited menu choices and other realities of a 
third world country. We are visiting during the dry season 
and temperatures will range from comfortable to hot. 
Travel will be by air conditioned touring coach but roads in 
some cases will be rough (dirt or gravel). Members must 
be ready to experience the reality that is West Africa. 

EFF21APR21 Woman in Togo, West Africa 


