


     Towering peaks surrounding glacial lakes; small towns 
surrounded by farm fields with the sound of cow bells 
echoing. Switzerland is home to the most dramatic parts of 
the Alpine region that stretches from its Western border 
straight across the south of Bavaria and nearly the entire 
length of Austria. In its heart are some of the best scenic 
valleys in all of Europe. At Lauterbrunnen see the U-
shaped valley and dramatic waterfall play foreground to the 
dominating peak of Jungfrau. In Zermatt enjoy the leisurely 
pace of a carless town that sits at the foot of one of the 
world’s more recognizable peaks, the Matterhorn. Join us 
as we journey through this magical region on our way to 
the small Bavarian town of Oberammergau.  

     The highlight of this special journey will be the 
performance of the Passion Play in Oberammergau. With a 
history of almost 400 years (it was first performed in 1634), 
the tradition has survived numerous wars, religious 
upheavals and changing cultures. Still the people of this 
small village remain true to the vow that they made back in 
1633. It takes the villagers over three years to prepare for 
the event, and only local residents can take part in the 
performance. A year prior, the characters are chosen and 
they begin to take on their roles. Men will stop cutting their 
hair and shaving adding an extra bit of historical 
authenticity. This is a once in a lifetime experience that 
should not be missed.  

     Do read on but don’t delay, this tour will be limited to 38 
members. Call today to reserve your places. 

 

 Return economy group airfare from Canada to Europe  

 9 nights at comfortable first class hotels as indicated   
or similar 

 Travel by modern climate controlled motorcoach 

 18 meals included as noted in the itinerary (B - 9 buffet 
breakfasts, L - 1 Lunch, D - 8 dinners)  

 All entrance fees where visits are indicated 

 Services of our Canadian group escort plus national 
guide in Europe 

 Private excursions with local guides in Zurich, 
Lucerne, Bern, Innsbruck and Munich 

 Baggage handling of one suitcase per person 

 All gratuities, surcharges, taxes and fees for included 
services 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value with 
purchase of group airfare 

 Walking tour of Lucerne 

 See the picturesque valleys of Interlaken and 
Lauterbrunnen 

 Visit the Swiss capital of Bern 

 Enjoy 2 nights in Zermatt, the pedestrian only 
mountain retreat with options to visit the mountain 
peaks 

 Drive the most scenic mountain roads en route to 
Zermatt and again to St. Moritz and beyond 

 Walking tour of Innsbruck 

 Premium theatre tickets for the Passion Play in 
Oberammergau 

 Explore beautiful Munich E
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Peeter Vanker was born in 
Estonia and lived in Sweden before 
immigrating to Canada. Ordained in 
1967, he served parishes in Toronto 
and Montreal before retiring in 
Markham where he continues to 
minister to various communities. He 
and his wife, Carol, have travelled 
extensively throughout much of 
Europe including the Baltics 
(several visits), as well as Egypt, 
Turkey, South America and Antarctica. He has escorted 
numerous groups on our behalf, including Alaska, Iceland, 
Israel, Costa Rica and Peru. They are looking forward to 
sharing this marvelous adventure with their fellow 
travellers .  



August 3, Monday Depart Canada 
Group members gather in Toronto for the overnight flights 
to Zurich.  
 

August 4, Tuesday Zurich / Lucerne, Switzerland 
On arrival in Zurich this morning, we will meet our National 
guide and driver. Zurich, a global centre for banking and 
finance, lies at the north end of Lake Zurich. The 
picturesque Altstadt (Old Town), on either side of the 
Limmat River, reflects its pre-medieval history, as does the 
17

th
 century Rathaus, town hall. Enjoy a short panoramic 

tour of the city before we continue through the mountains 
to Lucerne, set between the mountains of Pilatus and Lake 
Lucerne. Enjoy some free time this afternoon before we 
gather for dinner at the hotel. Hotel Monopol (2 nights)  D 
 

August 5, Wednesday Lucerne 
On our walking tour this morning, admire Thorwaldsen’s 
impressive Lion Monument, dedicated to the fallen Swiss 
Guards who protected the Royal House of France during 
the French Revolution, and the ornate patrician houses of 
the walled Old Town. Then, we walk across the famous 
Chapel Bridge (Kapellbrücke), a covered wooden 
footbridge spanning the Reuss River to visit the baroque 
Jesuit Church. This evening, we gather for our special 
Welcome Dinner.   BD 
 

August 6, Thursday Interlaken / Lauterbrunnen / Bern 
Drive across the Brünig Pass to picturesque Interlaken, 
overshadowed by the towering Jungfrau Massif. Further up 
the valley, below one of Europe’s tallest peaks, we stop 
with time for lunch on our own in the exceptionally scenic 
town of Lauterbrunnen. After some free time to explore, we 
continue to Bern, Switzerland’s capital. Our guided tour 
starts with a stop at the Rose Garden for a panoramic view 
of the city followed by a walk through the beautifully 
preserved medieval Old Town. Witness the hourly parade 
of painted figures at the Clock Tower and take pictures of 
ornate, flower-adorned fountains. Visit the Bear Park, after 
which the town is named. Hotel to be advised (1 night)  BD 
 

August 7, Friday Bern / Zermatt 
We make our way to the mountain retreat of Zermatt by 
way of one of the most beautiful and spectacular Alpine 
Panorama routes. From Meiningen, continue on the 
Grimsel Pass up to 2,164 metres and down to Gletsch and 
further to Brig. From here, a scenic route through the 
Obergoms valley brings us to Visp and Täsch. This 
afternoon, a short rail ride brings us to Zermatt, a cluster of 
picturesque rustic chalets set beneath the majestic 
Matterhorn at 4,572 metres, one of the most recognizable 
mountains in the world. Hotel Alpenhof (2 nights)   BD 

August 8, Saturday At Leisure in Zermatt 
On this free day, you can choose from several optional 
rides or simply relax in Zermatt, a popular resort village, 
both summer and winter, with no vehicles. Take the Glacier 
Paradise, an exciting cable car that reaches 3,883 metres 
or take the Gornergrat Bahn, Europe’s highest cogwheel 
railway at 3,089 metres offering wonderful views of the 
Matterhorn. From the heights of any of these rides, you will 
enjoy spectacular views of the French, Swiss, and Italian 
Alps. In the village, you will want to visit the Matterhorn 
Museum and try some of the excellent local eateries.  B 
 
August 9, Sunday Zermatt / Chur / St. Moritz 
Returning to the highway, we drive through exhilarating 
Alpine scenery, admiring thundering waterfalls, impressive 
peaks, glacial ice fields, and tiny villages as we pass 
through the Valais, a region known for its great mountain 
resorts and scenery. The end of our drive today is the 
mountain resort town of St. Moritz.  
Hotel Steffani (1 night)  BD 
 

August 10, Monday  St. Moritz / Innsbruck, Austria / 
Oberammergau, Germany 

The magnificent scenery continues as we drive into the 
Swiss Engadine, considered by many as the most beautiful 
mountain area in the world with its deep-blue lakes, airy 
larch forests that turn golden in the fall, mountain peaks 
exceeding 3,650 metres, and quaint villages with massive 
white stone houses in the characteristic Grisons style. At 
midday we arrive in Innsbruck for lunch on our own. In the 
afternoon, a local guide will introduce us to the delights of 
this alpine centre on a walking tour that will feature 
Innsbruck's old town including the Hofkirche with its royal 
tombs and still-functional wooden organ, installed in 1560. 
Later we continue to Oberammergau. 
Hotel Alte Post (2 nights)  BD 

Magnificent view of Interlaken 

Credit Passion Play 2020 Oberammergau 



While this is a  
relatively leisurely tour, members should be aware that 
there will be a number of extended walking tours (up to 
three kilometres), some of which will be over cobblestone 
surfaces. Good walking shoes are highly recommended 
and members should have no mobility issues to fully enjoy 
this itinerary.  

REV01NOV18 

August 11, Tuesday Oberammergau / The Passion Play 
Today is the day we have been waiting for, the 
performance of the Passion Play. The entire town of 
Oberammergau have been working hard to prepare for this 
season of performances. The cast and crew are made up 
of the local residents who take a hiatus from their normal 
jobs to fulfill the promise made to God centuries ago. 
Following a free morning, the performance is in two parts, 
afternoon and evening. BLD 
 

August 12, Wednesday Munich 
This morning enjoy some final alpine vistas as we head 
north to Munich. On arrival a local guide will introduce us to 
the sights of Bavaria's capital, the Nymphenburg Palace 
(from the outside), Marienplatz, Frauenkirche and the 
Olympic Stadium. This evening, we celebrate our journey, 
sharing stories and memories at our Farewell Dinner.  
Holiday Inn Leuchtenbergring (1 night)  BD 
 

August 13, Thursday Munich / Canada 
All too soon our adventure draws to a close as we transfer 
to Munich airport and catch our flight to Toronto with 
connections to our homes across Canada.  B  

Land Only* (Join Zurich airport / Leave Munich hotel) .... $4,985 
Toronto ...................................................................... $6,365 
Ottawa / Montreal ...................................................... $6,465 
Halifax / St. John’s ..................................................... $6,625 
Winnipeg / Thunder Bay ............................................ $6,625 
Saskatoon / Regina ................................................... $6,815 
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver ............................... $6,725 
Victoria  ...................................................................... $6,815 
Single Supplement..................................................... $1,095 

*Land only price is based on joining at the airport in Zurich  
and leaving at the hotel in Munich. Airfares from other 
gateways are available on request. Tour price is based on 
sharing a twin-bedded room with a minimum 20 members 
travelling. In this day of fluctuating exchange rates, 
inflation, fuel surcharges and rising airfares, it is impossible 
to provide accurate prices for 2020. Prices in this brochure 
are based on exchange rates as of January 2018, and 
tariffs, fees, taxes and airfares applicable for 2018 and are 
subject to change. Final prices will be available in late 
2019.  Itinerary is subject to change due to factors beyond 
our control. 

Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. 
Comprehensive Insurance will be available for purchase in 
spring 2019. Details will be sent as soon as they are 
available.  Insurance is effective from the date of purchase 
and carries limitations on pre-existing medical conditions.  
Check our website for the most current information. Refer 
to the enrollment form for general information and 
conditions.    

1st Deposit is $300 per person 
2nd Deposit $1,000pp is due October 1, 2019 

If booking after October 1, 2019 deposit is $1,300pp 
Final payment will be due April 22, 2020 

 
To reserve your spot on this tour, complete the enclosed 
enrollment form, indicating the tour you wish to join and your 
home city, and forward it with your deposit to:  

Bern, Switzerland 
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