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Spice Island Explorer
Holland America Line • ms Maasdam

Singapore to Brisbane
March 3 - 31, 2019 • 29 Days • Most Meals

Escorted by David and Roslyn Craig

Book by June 29, 2018 and save $200 per person



2019 will mark our 50th Anniversary and to celebrate the occasion we have arranged this wonderful cruise to 
Southeast Asia and the South Pacific. Starting with 3 nights in cosmopolitan Singapore, we will embark on the 
beautiful ms Maasdam to explore exotic ports in Borneo, the Philippines, Sulawesi and Papua New Guinea as we 
make our way to Brisbane, Australia. We promise to make this an event that you will long remember and urge you to 
make your plans to join us as soon as possible. This exceptionally unique itinerary is sure to fill very quickly.

This is our opportunity to celebrate this special anniversary with old friends and welcome those new to Craig Travel. 
We look forward to seeing you on board. As in the past, we plan to operate our own private excursions in most ports 
visited.

Singapore: Located at the cross roads of 
Asia, this city-state is a magical blend of 
ancient cultures, colonial heritage, natural 
wonders and towering skyscrapers of 
tomorrow. Staying close to the commercial 
heart of the city, we will find easy access 
to remains of the British heritage as well 
as the city’s mix of ethnic groups, mainly 
Malays, Chinese and Indians. For centuries, 
traders from across the globe have used 
this huge safe port and today we find one of 
the most beautiful and modern cities in the 
world. With three days, we will have ample 
time to discover much of what Singapore 
has to offer.

Bintulu, Sarawak, Malaysia: Eastern 
Malaysia’s busy port at the mouth of the 
Kemena River grew from a fishing village 
to a major economic force, complete with 
natural attractions and modern shopping 
venues. The town’s world class beach and 
proximity to Sarawak Agricultural Park and 
Similajau National Park, a haven for almost 
200 bird species, helped turn this relaxing 
spot into a favourite of visitors who seek 
the exotic. Keep your eyes peeled for 
crocodiles, dolphins, and turtles.

Kota Kinabalu, Sabahlaem, Malaysia: 
Located on the northwest coast of Borneo, 
Kota Kinabalu offers long sandy beaches, 
pristine coral reefs, tropical rainforests, and 
diverse cultures, flora and fauna. Discover 
Borneo’s history of head hunters and 
spirit worshipers; explore Kinabalu Park 
in search of rare orchids; visit the Sabah 
State Museum and City Mosque or enjoy 
the antics of the “Wildman of Borneo,” also 
known as the orangutan.

Puerto Princesa, Philippines: Spying a 
strategic hill which overlooked a placid 
bay, Spanish sailors came upon Puerto 
Princesa in 1872 during their conquest 
of the archipelago. Visit the Crocodile 
Farming Institute; tour the Puerto Princesa 
Subterranean River National Park, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, visit one of 
the beautiful beaches or shop for creative 
woven crafts at Rurungan sa Tubod.

Makassar, Sulawasi, Indonesia: Makassar 
is the gateway to the fascinating island of 
Sulawasi, known for its hanging graveyards 
and houses that appear to be inverted boats. 
With its Dutch heritage and connections 
to Holland America Line’s Indonesian staff, 
visiting here is like coming home.

Dili, East Timor: Once a colonial outpost for 
Portugal, this small country fought long to 
win independence from Indonesia. Today the 
city is a lively centre, marked by its huge 
Christ statue overlooking the harbour and 
its relaxed atmosphere.

Cairns, Australia: The gateway to 
Australia’s Great Barrier Reef and the 
tropical north of the country, Cairns is a 
laid-back city that is popular with travellers. 
Within reach of the city is the must-do 
experience of the Kuranda Scenic Railway 
which passes through a rainforest, Green 
Island, a 6,000-year-old coral cay or the 
Skyrail Rainforest Cableway for a bird’s-eye 
view of the forest.

Alotau, Papua New Guinea: Be on deck as 
we make our way through Kawanasausau 
Strait past jungle-clad hills and through 
beautiful blue waters to the sleepy town of 
Alotau, capital of Milne Bay. Highlights near 
the port include Dobobana Cultural Village, 
the Wanigili Cultural Centre and the Turnbull 
War memorial, marking the first defeat of 
the Japanese in the Last Great War.

Kitava, Papua New Guinea: Kitava is one 
of the Trobriand Islands in the Solomon Sea, 
located in Milne Bay Province. This is a true 
tropical paradise with beautiful beaches 
and clear sparkling water for swimming 
and snorkeling. The natives are friendly and 
willing to share their easy lifestyle.

Conflict Islands, Panawal Group, Papua 
New Guinea: This idyllic archipelago 
of 21 coral atolls off the coast of New 
Guinea is privately owned by a passionate 
conservationist. Activities are designed for 
enjoyment of the beautiful beaches, the 
coral reefs and the clear, warm waters. Try 
kayaking, snorkeling or paddle-boarding or 
simply relax on the shaded fringes of the 
lagoon. The area is likely to be a UNESCO 
World Heritage site shortly.

Brisbane, Australia: Queensland’s capital 
Brisbane, tucked between the Gold Coast 
and the Sunshine Coast, is a contender for 
Australia’s most lively city. Its fashionable 
South Bank, eclectic restaurants and 
homegrown fashion have put it on the 
map. The city’s subtropical climate brings 
everyone to the banks of the Brisbane 
River where flowering trees seem to bloom 
throughout the year. Nearby are the resort 
areas of the Gold and Sunshine Coasts as 
well as the beautiful mountainous interior. 
Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary is home to most 
of Australia’s indigenous wildlife.

Ports of Call



Itinerary
Mar 3, Sun  Depart Canada
Mar 4, Mon  Arrive Singapore
  Transfer to Mandarin Oriental Hotel (3 nights)
Mar 5, Tue  Singapore
  Morning city tour / Optional evening excursions
  Welcome Dinner
Mar 6, Wed  Singapore 
  Day at leisure / Optional excursions
Mar 7, Thu  Singapore 
  Transfer to ship / Embark / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 9, Sat  Bintulu, Sarawak, Malaysia
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 10, Sun  Kota Kinabalu, Sabahlaem, Malaysia
  Arrive Noon / Sail 11:00pm
Mar 12, Tue  Puerto Princesa, Philippines 
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 6:00pm
Mar 15, Fri  Makassar, Sulawasi, Indonesia
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 17, Sun  Dili, East Timor
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 21, Thu  Cairns, Australia
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 6:00pm
Mar 23, Sat  Alotau, Papua New Guinea*
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 6:00pm
Mar 24, Sun  Kitava, Papua New Guinea*
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 25, Mon  Conflict Islands, Papua New Guinea*
  Arrive 8:00am / Sail 5:00pm
Mar 28, Thu  Brisbane, Australia / Disembark
  Arrive 7:00am / City tour en route to
  Rydges South Bank Hotel (3 nights)
Mar 29, Fri  Brisbane, Australia
  Full Day optional excursions
Mar 30, Sat  Brisbane, Australia
  Full Day at leisure / Farewell Dinner
Mar 31, Sun  Fly Home to Canada
  
   *Tenders to shore 
Days not listed are at sea.
Hotels are as listed or similar.

Cruise Escorts
David, President of Craig Travel, and Roslyn bring with them many 
years of travel experience both as escorts and as tour operators. 
After attending the University of Toronto and York University, 
David travelled around the world and lived in Australia for a 
number of years before returning to Canada and Craig Travel. 

For almost forty years David 
has devoted his working life 
to arranging and operating 
tours and cruises to scores of 
destinations around the world. 
An Australian by birth, Roslyn, 
has lived and worked in the 
business of travel for most of 
her life. For over three decades, 
David and Roslyn have led 
tours and cruises visiting over 
100 countries and all seven 
continents.

Features and Highlights
     • 21 night cruise on the ms Maasdam, based on sharing a 
        twin bedded stateroom in category selected
     • 3 nights in both Singapore and Brisbane including breakfasts, 
        sightseeing, transfers and 1 dinner in each city
     • All meals and entertainment while on board
     • Services of our cruise escorts, guides and cruise director
     • All gratuities for included services
     • Baggage handling shipside
     • All cruise line taxes and fees

     Air - inclusive rates also include:
     • Estimated return economy airfare from cities listed
     • Transfers between the airports, the hotels and the ship
     • All current air taxes, fuel surcharges and fees
     • Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value
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         CT RATING 1 - Leisurely: This cruise is suitable for all
         passengers who meet our basic criteria for group travel.



Cruise Cost in Canadian Dollars per person 
Stateroom Category/Description/Deck             Sharing Twin
K Inside (Main) ................................................................................ $ 6,895
J Inside (Main, A Deck) ................................................................. $  6,925
I Inside (Navigation, Veranda) .................................................... $  6,965
E Outside (Various) ....................................................................... $  7,355
DA Outside (Main)......................................................................... $  7,435
D Outside (A Deck, Lower Promenade) .................................. $  7,475
C Outside (Main) ............................................................................ $  7,515
CA Outside Lanai (Lower Promenade) .................................... $  8,675
BB Vista Suite (Navigation) ........................................................ $11,795
B Vista Suite (Veranda, Navigation) ......................................... $11,925
A Vista Suite (Veranda) ............................................................... $12,245
SA Neptune Suite (Navigation) ................................................. $15,825

Above rates are per person based on sharing the category chosen 
and include all of the applicable inclusive features and land 
arrangements. See deck plan for full details on various categories 
available. 

Estimated air add-ons from cities across Canada:
Vancouver ........................................................................................ $  2,195
Victoria ............................................................................................. $  2,295
Calgary / Edmonton ...................................................................... $  2,465
Regina / Saskatoon / Winnipeg .................................................. $  2,545
Toronto ............................................................................................. $  2,495
Ottawa / Montreal ........................................................................ $  2,595
Halifax ............................................................................................... $  2,725
St. John’s.......................................................................................... $  2,825

Airfares from other gateways are available on request. Airfares 
shown are estimated and to be used as a guideline only. Air 
carriers are subject to change and will be confirmed prior to final 
payment. Refer to inclusive features for details. Should you have 
specific flight preferences or wish to upgrade, please advise us at 
time of initial booking. Cruise price is based on sharing a twin-
bedded stateroom with private bathroom. Prices are based on 
rates, taxes, and fees effective February 2018 and are subject to 
change due to factors beyond our control.

Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is available 
and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with the cost and 
length of the journey and the traveller’s age. For passengers up 
to and including 74 years on departure date, premiums will range 
from $422 to $869 pp plus applicable taxes. Cost supplements 
for travellers aged 75-85 will range from $238 to $575 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Clients 86 years and older and/or clients residing 
outside Ontario – please contact our staff for procedures. This 
insurance is effective from the date of purchase and carries 
limitations on pre-existing medical conditions. Please discuss 
your insurance coverage prior to booking. Check our website for 
the most current information. Refer to the enrollment form for 
general information and conditions.

Final payment will be due December 3, 2018
Deposit is $1,500 per person

To reserve your spot on this cruise, simply complete the enclosed 
enrollment form, indicating the cabin type you prefer and your 
home city, and forward it with your deposit to:

Our Cruise Ship • ms Maasdam
The beautiful ms Maasdam offers a world of spacious staterooms, 
elegant public rooms, expansive teak decks, priceless antiques 
and the friendly gracious staff for which Holland America is justly 
famous. At just over 62,000 tons, she carries just 1,258 passengers 
in spacious and pampered luxury.

Fifteen different lounges 
and restaurants are ours 
to enjoy. Appreciate the 
spacious Mainstage with 
stage shows, the gracious 
Dining Room with floor-
to-ceiling windows, the 
redesigned Lido Market for 
casual breakfasts, lunches 
and dinners, the Pinnacle 
Grill for elegant alternative 
dining (supplemental 
fee applies), the full-size theatre and numerous other lounges. A 
complete Promenade deck, two pools and a superb fitness spa 
with beauty parlour are all ours to enjoy. New features include the 
Explorations Café featuring the Library, internet service and a coffee 
bar, the Culinary arts Centre with cooking classes and presentations 
and the upgraded Greenhouse Spa.

All staterooms feature two beds which can convert to a queen, a 
private bathroom with shower, individually controlled air conditioning, 
telephone, ample closet space, flat-panel television and DVD player 
plus multi-channel music. Recent enhancements include new plush 
Euro-Top mattresses, fine Egyptian cottons, personal terry cloth 
robes and more. All staterooms feature a separate sitting area plus 
vanity and the average size is over 180 square feet. Most outside 
staterooms feature a picture-window. Deluxe mini-suites and 
suites have a whirlpool bath, private veranda, mini-bar/fridge, plus 
floor-to-ceiling windows.

Shore Excursions are not included in your cruise cost, allowing 
you to decide how you will use your time ashore. As with 
past President’s Cruises, we will be operating exclusive Shore 
Excursions for travellers of our group. Details will be available 
approximately six months prior to departure.

Optional Excursions will be available to enhance your journey 
during our stays in Singapore and Brisbane. Details and pricing 
will be available approximately six months prior to departure.

Single rates are available on our website or by contacting our 
office. Passengers wishing to share, please call our office.

Book early for the best rates. Our special group prices 
are guaranteed once booked. If better rates become 
available, you will automatically be rebooked to take 

advantage of the new lower fares.

1092 Mount Pleasant Road
Toronto ON M4P 2M6
416-484-0926 | 1-800-387-8890
Fax: 416-484-8143
cruises@craigtravel.com
www.craigtravel.com Reg# 1498987


