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     Memories flow deep and sentiment eddies and swirls 
along the Lower Mississippi River. Experience authentic 
Southern culture as we journey through living history and 
soak in the romantic spirit of the Antebellum era. Fertile 
cotton fields, vast sugar cane plantations and imposing 
pillared mansions will transport us back in time, as will the 
Civil War battlefields.   
     Our journey will begin with overnights in Nashville and 
Memphis, discovering the most important music centres in 
the US. Finally we will have two nights in New Orleans, the 
Big Easy, a city which is itself a legend, known for its 
music, its character and its cuisine. 
    This cruise fills quickly every year. Reserve your places 
early for best rates and cabin choices.       

 7 night cruise on the ss American Queen, based on 
sharing a twin bedded stateroom in the category 
selected 

 5 nights in superior hotels in Nashville (2), Memphis (1) 
and New Orleans (2) as indicated or similar 

 Baggage handling shipside  

 Guided and/or Hop-On Hop-Off excursions in every 
port as indicated 

 On board entertainment and lectures by local experts 

 26 meals (B-10 breakfasts, L- 6 lunches, D-10 dinners)  

 All gratuities, surcharges, taxes and fees for included 
services 

 Services of your cruise/tour escort and/or cruise 
director, local representatives and guides 

Air inclusive rates also include: 

 Group transfers between airports, ship and hotels  

 Return economy group airfare from Canada to 
Nashville and from New Orleans 

 Airport transfers in Canada or equivalent value 

Having spent her entire career in 
various management positions 
within the travel industry, Donna 
has an insatiable love for travel. 
Retired from Craig Travel several 
years ago, she continues to be 
involved as a consultant and 
group escort and is always 
thrilled at the prospect of 
discovering yet another new 
destination. She has led countless tours and cruises to 
many parts of the world and delights in sharing new 
experiences and cultures with her travellers. Join her on 
this thrilling adventure! 

 
 

    The largest steamboat ever built, the grand American 
Queen is a gracious and elegant triumph of American 
ingenuity. Although filled with today’s modern amenities, 
her rooms and accommodations display all the opulence of 
the American Victorian era. Glistening woodwork, fresh 
flowers and antiques adorn her interior spaces. Outside, 
lacy filigree evokes memories of the many stately 
riverboats that preceded her and so inspired her designers. 
While on board, you can select a volume from the vast 
collection in the Mark Twain Gallery, the boat’s library. Or 
enjoy a sing-along in the Main Deck Lounge, and then tap 
your toes to a lavish show in the two-deck-tall Grand 
Saloon, the most elegant showplace on the river. 
     

 The only authentic overnight paddlewheel steamboat 
in America 

 The only steamboat with multiple, specialty dining 
options, all at no additional charge 

 Complimentary bottled water and soft drinks 
throughout your voyage 

 Complimentary wines and beers at dinner 

 Gracious, friendly service from a professionally trained 
all-American staff 

 The warm and inviting ambiance of an antebellum 
mansion 
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November 22, Friday Canada / Nashville 
Tour members from across Canada gather in Toronto for 
the direct morning flight to Nashville, home of America’s 
country music. We will be met on arrival and taken on a city 
tour, highlighting the city’s history, music and stars. This 
evening we are at the Gaylord Opryland Resort, an 
experience in itself, where there may be an opportunity to 
attend the Grand Ole Opry (extra cost). 
Gaylord Opryland Resort (2 nights) 
                                    
November 23, Saturday Nashville, Tennessee 
Our morning will be devoted to the Belle Meade Plantation, 
a step back to the 1850’s to a more gracious time. The 
afternoon will be devoted to music as we visit the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and RCA’s Studio B, the recording 
studio used by Elvis, Chet Atkins, the Everly Brothers and 
many others. This evening we have arranged a very 
special dinner with a musical theme (details to be advised 
later).  BD 
 

November  24, Sunday Nashville / Memphis 
We drive to Memphis, the home of the Blues, Rock ‘n’ Roll, 
and the Civil Rights movement. Visit Elvis’ Graceland and 
Sun Studio, Rock ‘n’ Roll’s most important recording venue. 
We’ll drive down Beale Street passing the Elvis Statue and 
BB King's Blues Club. This evening we will enjoy a special 
dinner with live entertainment on Beale Street.  
Memphis Sheraton (1 night)       BD 
 

November 25, Monday Memphis / Embarkation 
Experience the other side of Memphis, the city that saw the 
rise of the Civil Rights movement and the death of Martin 
Luther King. Highlights will include the Peabody Hotel, the 
National Civil Rights Museum, also known as The Lorraine 
Motel, and St. Jude Children's Hospital. This afternoon we 
embark on the ss American Queen. (7 nights) BD 
 

November 26, Tuesday Cruising 
Grab your favourite book, some sweet tea and one of the 
many rocking chairs available on deck to enjoy the river as 
we cruise down the mighty Mississippi. Get to know our 
ship today by exploring the public spaces and participating 
in the many activities on board.  BLD 
 

November 27, Wednesday Vicksburg, Mississippi 
Vicksburg perfectly blends Southern culture and heritage 
with exciting modern-day attractions. Described as the “Key 
to the South” by Abraham Lincoln, this southern town 
carries a history unlike any other Civil War city. Founded in 
1811, Vicksburg was a vital river port and a major centre in 
the Civil War. Today, Vicksburg is a popular destination to 
learn about the battles of the city, to taste the cuisine and 
to visit the many museums.  BLD 

November 28, Thursday Natchez 
This charming river town was first inhabited by Indians and 
French explorers. The river’s oldest city, founded in 1716, 
is known for its elegance, hospitality, and impressive 
preservation of history, which one can find on every street 
corner. Enjoy the unique shops, restaurants, museums, 
and historical homes, all of which contribute to Hugh 
Bayless’ book, “The 100 Best Towns in America.” BLD 
 

November 29, Friday Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Baton Rouge, the capital of Louisiana, has a deep culture 
and rich history. Named by French explorer, Sieur 
d’Iberville, after a reddish pole marking two separate tribal 
hunting grounds, Baton Rouge has transformed into a rich 
cultural city. Locals speak a specific version of French in 
their everyday language. The city is home to Louisiana’s 
capitol building which is the largest in the United States, as 
well as the Old State Capitol, a Gothic architectural 
monument located on the bluffs overlooking the Mighty 
Mississippi. Spend the day exploring all that Baton Rouge 
has to offer, from the museums and the architecture, to the 
shops and the cuisine; everyone will enjoy an exciting, 
busy day! BLD 
 

November 30, Saturday St. Francisville 
Established in 1809, St. Francisville is the oldest town in 
the Florida Parishes. Below where St. Francisville is 
located currently, was a settlement called Bayou Sara in 
the 1790’s. When this settlement was destroyed by 
flooding and fires, many of the structures and artifacts were 
hauled up the bluff to the present site. The town is referred 
to as “two miles long and two yards wide,” but that 
definitely doesn’t mean they have nothing to offer! Stop in 
at one of the unique shops, historical homes, beautiful 
churches, or breathtaking parks! Spanish moss trees grow 
throughout the town, which creates a beautiful southern 
comfort to the atmosphere. BLD 
 

December 1, Sunday Nottoway Plantation 
From the pier it is a short walk to Nottoway Plantation, the 
South’s largest remaining antebellum mansion. The 
mansion features three floors, 64 bedrooms, and  22 white 
square columns and is called “The White Castle of 
Louisiana”. The most popular room among guests is the 
White Ballroom, which displays elaborate gold décor 
throughout. Rooms are trimmed in custom plaster frieze 
made from Spanish moss, clay, plaster, and mud. All the 
finishes are original to the house, and this immaculate 
mansion was constructed with 365 openings, one for each 
day of the year. Enjoy a guided walking tour of an 
American Castle as we explore within the pristine walls of 
Nottoway followed by a stroll through the lush grounds and 
gardens.       BLD 

Delightful onboard service - Credit American Queen Steamboat Co. 

Nottoway Plantation - Credit American Queen Steamboat Co. 



: The basic trip is 
suitable for most travellers but guests need to be prepared 
for the sightseeing and shore visits, most of which will 
involve coaching and walking excursions. These 
excursions allow guests to visit a number of different sites 
and to walk as much as they want. There will also be 
walking excursions on the land portion and free time for 
people to enjoy the time ashore at their leisure. The 
riverboat is exceptionally comfortable as are the hotels. 

REV02JUL19 

December 2, Monday New Orleans 
We arrive in New Orleans this morning and dock next to 
historic Jackson Square. Disembarking we say farewell to 
our floating home and hello to the greatest city of the south, 
legendary New Orleans. This morning we will be taken on a 
comprehensive tour that will introduce us to the French 
Quarter, the Garden District, St Charles Avenue, St. Louis 
Cemetery and City Park. We arrive at our hotel, with a free 
afternoon and evening. Our hotel is ideally located in the 
heart of the French Quarter, close to all the action.  
Hotel Monteleone (2 nights)  B 
 

December 3, Tuesday New Orleans 
New Orleans is like nowhere else on earth, a marvellous 
gumbo of friendly Southern hospitality, thrilling live music 
and a dining tradition that rivals its musical history. This 
morning we will be taken on a walk through the French 
Quarter. The afternoon has been left free, allowing you to 
visit the historic French Market, to enjoy a side walk café or 
to see the antebellum homes along the St. Charles 
streetcar line, the last wooden streetcar in the United 
States. New Orleans is a city designed for walking and our 
hotel is ideally located for us to explore Jackson Square 
and the waterfront. The city is brimming with excellent cafes 
and restaurants, allowing us the opportunity to find different 
places where we can enjoy breakfast and lunch. This 
evening we will gather for dinner at a selected restaurant in 
the French Quarter. D 
 

December 4, Wednesday New Orleans / Canada 
Today we transfer to the airport to catch our various flights 
that will bring us to our homes across Canada. 

At most ports, members will be 
provided with a Hop-On Hop-Off coach excursion that will 
provide a full commentary on the local sights and the 
freedom to visit as many of those sights as possible. In 
addition, optional premium excursions will be offered in 
several ports which will be available at an additional cost. 
These may be purchased in advance or during the cruise. 
Details will be provided when available. 
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Cruise / Tour Only (Join Nashville / Leave New Orleans) ...... $5,045 
Toronto ....................................................................... $6,045 
Ottawa / Montreal ....................................................... $6,095 
Halifax ......................................................................... $6,195 
Winnipeg ..................................................................... $6,375 
Regina / Saskatoon .................................................... $6,435  
Calgary / Edmonton / Vancouver ............................... $6,375 
 

Prices are based on sharing an inside Cat. E cabin on 
Texas or Observation deck. Airfares from other gateways 
are available on request. Fares from Western Canada are 
based on overnight flights via Toronto. Travellers from 
Western Canada may prefer to fly to Nashville with an 
overnight there the day prior. Contact us for details. Air 
fares and carrier are subject to change and will be 
confirmed prior to final payment. Refer to inclusive features 
for details.  
 
 

 

D Deluxe Outside (Cabin) ....................................... $ 1,350 
C* Outside (Texas, Observation, Cabin) ............... $ 1,750 
B* Outside (Observation) ........................................ $ 2,000 
A** Deluxe Outside (Texas) .................................... $ 2,280 
AA* Superior Outside (Promenade, Observation) ..... $ 2,280 
SI Single Inside (Observation) ............................... $ 5,150 
SO Single Outside (Texas) ............................. On Request 
*Cabins have an open Veranda. **Cabins have a private 
Veranda. Stateroom categories are subject to availability at 
time of booking. Book early for best choice. See Deck Plan 
for full details on various categories available. Cabins for 
single occupancy are very limited and on request. Prices 
are based on a minimum 20 members, on rates, taxes and 
fees effective September 2018 and are subject to change 
due to factors beyond our control. Cruise to be escorted 
with a minimum of 20 travellers.  
 
Prices DO NOT INCLUDE the cost of insurance which is 
available and is highly recommended. Premiums vary with 
the cost, length of the trip, and the traveller’s age. For 
passengers up to and including 74 years on departure 
date, premiums will range from $280 to $486 pp plus 
applicable taxes. Cost supplements for travellers aged 75-
85 will range from $186 to $404 pp plus applicable taxes. 
Clients 86 years and older and/or clients residing outside 
Ontario - please contact our staff for procedures. This 
insurance is effective from the date of purchase and carries 
limitations on pre-existing medical conditions. Please 
discuss your insurance coverage prior to booking. Check 
our website for the most current information. Refer to the 
enrollment form for general information and conditions. 
   

Final payment will be due August 19, 2019 
Deposit is $900 per person 

 

 

To reserve your spot on this tour, simply complete the 
enclosed enrolment form, indicating the cruise you wish to 
join and your home city, and forward it with your deposit to: 


